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Her children arise
and call her blessed1'
Prov. 31:28a
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care
enough
^

Until their son was diagnosed as
having schizophrenia Joe and Gladys
had no idea how widespread mental
illness is. But when 19-year-old Philip
underwent frightening changes in his
behavior, these parents started looking for information.
They found out that one out of
100 persons in our country will have
schizophrenia sometime during their
lifetime. More hospital beds are occupied by schizophrenics than by
sufferers of any other medical or
surgical condition. And that is only
one broad type of mental disease.
Mental illness touches one out of
four families in this country. Think
of how many families in your church
are affected. Christians aren't immune to these problems. Charles
Haddon Spurgeon, called the "Prince
of Preachers" in the nineteenth cen-

Travis Reimer is director of MCC Canada's Mental Health Concerns Program, and
is based in Winnipeg, Manitoba.

tury, often suffered numbing bouts
of depression. If even deeply devoted
Christians are subject to mental illness, Joe and Gladys are hardly
alone.
When we talk of mental illness, we
are not speaking of the "worried
well." All of us have problems from
time to time. But we are looking here
at something deeper and more intense. Here the sick brain plays evil
tricks on its inhabiting spirit.
Mental illness involves a distortion in a person's thinking. Some
ideas don't correspond with reality.
Delusions, like thinking oneself to
be Napoleon, and hallucinations are
sometimes involved. This illness also
involves an exaggeration of a person's feelings. In some cases, for
example, there may be depression;
in others there could be a flatness, a
lack of emotion. A third manifestation is a change in how a person
acts. This is usually manifested in a
reduced ability to carry on with
normal responsibilities and to get

by Travis Reimer

along with people. The storm raging
in the person's brain thus displays
itself in various ways.
Why do we shy away from the
problem of psychiatric illness? For
one thing, we realize that the problem is often long-term. To get involved with someone like this means
a long commitment. Perhaps the
person will never get well. Such a
problem offends our North American idea of being in control. Surely
we must have a way of effectively
solving the problem! If the solution
is not at hand, we would prefer to
ignore the problem.
Next there is the stigma. Some
troubles, like a house fire or a death,
are socially acceptable. Then the
community rallies around and gives
support to the distressed. But some
problems are not socially acceptable
and then the community withdraws.
Society has a social sanitation process to keep its house in order. It
does this by removing from the
mainstream what is perceived to be
2
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debris. The mentally ill suffer from
this shunning.
Psychological illness is also a reminder of our own inadequacy. We
don't always have it together. Our
unwillingness to embrace our own
brokenness results in distancing ourselves from people who are broken.
But does the church mimic society's prejudices and fears, or does it
challenge them with a prophetic
voice and action? When it comes to
long-term problems, or even shortterm ones, Christians realize that
they are not in control. God is. And
just as God has been patient with us,
so we can patiently minister to others.
How about stigma? We who were
no people are now the people of
God. Our disgrace is removed. We
have been called and enabled to
care. Regarding brokenness, we know
we cannot be saved unless we come
in brokenness to the cross. Each succeeding step of discipleship reiterates
our fracturedness, hence Christians
can empathize with broken people.
Try to feel the pain of mental
illness. When this crippling strikes
your child, it puts an abrupt end to
your hopes and dreams for that
child. It snuffs out life as it was
meant to be. The result is loss similar
to bereavement. You watch as your
child dies in a socially unacceptable
way. Funeral plans remain on hold.
This wilderness experience is
heightened by the sense of being
alone with your problem. Others in
the church feel awkward around
your child and you. You find it easy
to drift timidly toward the side of the
crowd, then slip away rather than
suffer the isolation. People's discomfort with psychiatric patients is easy
to interpret as a painful shunning.
What we need is a vision of the
health ministry of the church. Its
basis is in the ministry of Jesus, who
came teaching, preaching, and healing (Matt. 9:35). The call to discipleship walks us down the same paths.
"True evangelical faith," Menno
Simons reminds us,". . . cannot lie
dormant, but manifests itself in all
righteousness and works of love;
it . . . seeks that which is lost . . .
binds up that which is wounded."
continued
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The church is called not to assume
a new role but to reclaim an ancient
role, honed to fit contemporary
needs. In our vision of promoting
gospel wholeness, we recognize that
Christians and the church are responsible for care; God is responsible for cure. Seeing ourselves as the
caregivers and God as the Curegiver
takes the pressure off us. We can be
in the therapeutic community our
Lord calls us to be. The church is the
gifted community at the disposal of
the Spirit. Guided by a higher vision
than self-interest, we speak life-giving
words to those around us.
Our focus in our health ministry is
at least two-fold. First, we bind up
wounds. This is the healing ministry
of the Good Shepherd through us.
Mental patients should find healing
and rehabilitation in the church.
Secondly, there is a ministry of prevention. This means guarding against
threats to well-being; lifestyle choices
are addressed. The call to fullness of
life is a health-making ministry.
Let's look at some specific suggestions for churchly health care. Utilize the network of helpers in the
church. There are at least three types
of caregivers in the congregations.
The first consists of informal caregivers. Every member can love. Fellowship groups often provide important care. Members of one Bible
study group rallied around Pete and
Martha when he started buckling
under the strains of a bad work
situation and a mounting debt load.
They spoke encouraging words and
offered to baby-sit for the couple so
they could spend a quiet evening out
together at the group's expense.
The Bible study group next went
to another type of caregivers—the
deacons—who met with Pete and
4

We recognize
that Christians
and the church
are responsible
for care; God is
responsible for
cure.

Martha and arranged a plan for the
couple to consolidate their credit
card debts under one cosigned bank
loan and to get along without credit
cards. These deacons were officially
designated as caregivers by the congregation and were organized and
trained to help in a variety of situations. Whether the group be called
deacons or elders, they need to organize an effective network for caring. This becomes especially important for people without family connections in church or nearby.
A third type of caregiver consists
of the pastor(s). Usually formally
trained, and salaried to function fulltime, these persons are very important both for coordinating caregiving and for counselling in more difficult situations. But pastors can't
possibly relate deeply and effectively
to a large number of hurting individuals. The whole caring team is
necessary if the needs are to be met.
Everyone is important.
The welfare of the congregation
has been aided greatly in a number
of churches by the establishment of
counselling ministry teams. Set up
for crisis ministries, such teams consist of the pastor, someone from the
elder/ deacons, persons-at-large from
the congregation, and a clinically
trained person. A whole variety of
crises can be dealt with as a team
becomes better equipped and experienced. The group seeks to help per-

sons process problems rather than
solve them. By not merely presenting the solution, the team leaves
responsibility for life's journey with
the person.
Another creative approach to caring involves supportive care groups.
These are organized to surround
people who can't look after themselves. Some of the tasks of the supportive care group are to provide
general counsel and support to the
primary caregiver (usually parents),
to coordinate respite care, to facilitate the social integration of the person into the congregation, to help
arrange employment, etc. The commitment has to be longer-term, but
is correspondingly rewarding.
Finally, here are a few action ideas
for a ministry to people with prolonged mental illness. Visit the person in his or her home, offering an
opportunity to spend some time
one-to-one. Get involved with a social
service agency and explore ways the
church or members can tap into
mental health concerns. Provide
space for support groups to meet.
Encourage community-based residential facilities coming into your
neighborhood. Sponsor a drop-in
center where community people who
have limited social opportunities can
come. Pray that God will give your
congregation a vision of the church
as the therapeutic community of
faith.
"You know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sakes, he became
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich"(2 Cor. 8:9).
There is a liberality that flows out of
our gratitude. When you care enough,
you follow the Master in meeting
needs.
Evangelical Visitor

I sat in church one Sunday morning. The preacher with practiced
skill was instructing us about God's
ability to meet our needs. The key to
accessing this provision, he went on,
was to have faith—like a grain of
mustard seed—and all these wonderful things would be accomplished
in us and through us. I found myself
arguing—yes—but what about
Fred,* the husband of one of my
counsellees, who will not kick the
marijuana habit that is destroying
himself and his marriage. He has
prayed for help, and the Bible says
that God is able to save to the
uttermost.

good works that are expected of us
(Eph. 2:10, James 2:14-18)? These
good works must surely require much
effort.
Ephesians 3:20, the classic verse
about God's ability to provide us
with unimagined abundance, was
our next stop. But immediately following this verse, I noticed, Paul
urges us to live worthy lives and to
work hard ("make every effort"
N.I.V.) at relationships with others.
Other portions were expounded, ending with Jude's benediction in verses
24 and 25). However, Jude 20 to 23
makes it clear that we are to build
ourselves up and keep ourselves in

IEW FROM THE PEW
by Jean M. Giles

Then there is John, a Christian of
several years who succumbed to
depression. After much pleading
with the Lord to remove this black
cloud from his life, and even after
two stints in the psychiatric hospital,
he still had no victory. He came to
me and 1 explored with him where
his feelings of inadequacy came from,
and how to counter them. He tentatively tried, with the Lord's help, to
put into practice the things he was
learning. Slowly, with many disastrous regressions, he began to see
himself as a capable, responsible
person—able to function as a husband and father. He remarked one
time that he had never worked so
hard before in his life. Even now, he
fights on. Because the victories are
more numerous than the defeats, his
confidence is growing.
The preacher went on to draw our
attention to passages of Scripture
which supported his thesis. The just,
he pointed out from Romans 1:17,
shall live by their faith. How, I questioned. Is it not by practicing the

God's love, as well as giving some
specific instructions regarding our
behavior towards others.
The previous day I had led a
workshop on middle-age. As participants shared how their attitudes
had changed over the years, several
expressed their increasing difficulty
in accepting "pat" answers about
Christian doctrines. Some of the
things they were taught over the
years were questioned and examined
more closely. Perhaps it was my
middle-aged perspective that caused
me to walk away from church very
thoughtfully that Sunday morning.
There seemed to be a missing element. If faith was all that was needed—
and a mini-amount at that—why did
John have to work so hard? Why
didn't Fred, who had tentatively
believed, have that abundant power
and the salvation that is extended to
the uttermost. Perhaps coming to
God for this salvation, and the faith
needed to maintain it and live victoriously, involves the hard work not
often mentioned.

* Names have been changed.

That Sunday afternoon an older
widow came for a visit. She shared
with me how much her 47-year-old
son demanded of her in money and
services. She said she was afraid not
to give these things to him in case he
would turn against her. Since he had

Dr. Jean M. Giles is executive director of
Shalom Counseling Services in St. Catharines, Ontario.
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been a boy, mother had handed him
everything he demanded. His "faith"
in his mother's provision was much
larger than a grain of mustard seed,
but his life was unproductive, selfish,
and sometimes even cruel.
I began to wonder if there wasn't a
connection here. I have no doubt
that God can provide for our needs.
I have experienced his bounty many
times. I have also experienced barrenness when I felt that God had
turned his back. It was in those times
that I had to fight for my faith and
keep on doing what God had commanded—even though there seemed
to be no rewards. As I look back,
however, my survival of those times
increased my faith, my endurance,
and my understanding of others.
I recalled a phone call several
years earlier from a new convert who
asked if I had a minute to answer a
question. My initial cockiness vanished when she asked me to explain
the relationship between God's sovereignty and our responsibility in
Christian living! I had given the
usual "pat" answers then. Now I
realized that here was the same
question—this time my own.
I thought of the widow's son and
his lack of responsibility. God knows
how important it is for us to have the
dignity of work and the sense of
ownership that comes from what we
have worked for, even our faith.
God also knows that the work he
gives us to do and the life of a Christian is impossible without his enabling. Therefore, God's design is that
our faith—his gift—is increased as
we labor together with him. I guess
Philippians 2:12-13 says it all: "Work
out your salvation with fear and
trembling, for it is God who works in
you. . . . "
Perhaps we should teach Christians like John that there is "blood,
sweat and tears" involved in arguing
against defeating thoughts. And people like Fred need to know that there
is no "magic button" to instant
deliverance. This could reduce those
overwhelming feelings of resentment
and failure which occur when answers
do not come easily. God help us to
rightly interpret his truth.
•

by Esther Manuel Bergen

hos hold
It's almost one hour before midnight. Dark. The streets, deserted
except for a few stragglers. Stripped
trees stand black against foggy street
lamps. In houses, lights go out as
people head for bed.
As I drive to work the night shift
at the nursing home, my mood
resembles the winter night. My husband, in severe depression in a psychiatric hospital for over twenty
months, is not responding to medical treatment nor much earnest
prayer.
Shouldering the responsibilities of
our growing family alone has presented challenges beyond my abilities. Besides, other recent pressures
have threatened to destroy our family: a near fatal car accident; our
young son's hospitalization with severe gasoline burns; bitter disappointments from those I expected would
help; our young daughter leaving
home . . .
Kind people have rallied around
us sharing comforting Scriptures and
prayers, a meal, thoughtful letters
and cards, practical help . . .
"Keep hanging in there," they've
encouraged. "Hold onto God and
his promises. He'll see you through."
Like a terrified child, for months
I've clung to the Father, but tonight I
feel my strength slipping. How much
longer can I hold onto God's hand?
And if I fall, what will happen to

the children? They look to me for
stability—some normalcy in our
troubled lives.

The nursing home is warm and
well-lit. Thank God for my job as a
registered nurse. For eight hours in
this other world, I can will my own
problems into the background.
Rounds over, I check on blind
Mr. Jones.* In the last stages of
throat cancer, he's going to need
special care tonight. Propped up in
bed, he struggles for breath. The raw
tumor in his throat is strangling him.
He keeps clearing his throat, yet the
obstruction won't go away. He's
starved, yet afraid of the pain of
swallowing. I offer liquid morphine
for the pain; a nutritional drink for
his hunger. Sitting beside him, I take,
his thin veined hand in mine.
"Nurse," he croaks in a hoarse
whisper, "Jesus is holding onto me."
A flush of joy washes over his
emaciated face as I read some wellmarked Scriptures to him: "He [God]
reached down from on high and
took hold of me; he drew me out of
deep waters . . . " "The Lord delights in the way of the man whose
steps he has made firm; though he
stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord
* The name has been changed.
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(ding o
upholds him with his hand" "I, the
Lord . . . will take hold of your
hand. I will keep you . . ." (Psalm
18:16; 37:23-24; Isaiah 42:6).
My reading is punctuated with his
hoarse, "Yes! Yes, that's it. He's
holding me."

Morning light is forcing back the
night, signalling the end of my shift.
Driving home, I mull over my encounter with blind Mr. Jones.
Could anything be worse than
what he's living through moment by
moment? Yet in his extreme weakness he's found peace and strength—
even joy. Why?
Slowly it dawns on me: Mr. Jones
has discovered it's not how hard we
hang unto God's hand, but how
tightly he hangs onto ours that
counts.
Of course, as a good Father he'd
take the initiative. Wouldn't I do the
same for my child?
A familiar scene from the past
flashes before me. I'm guiding one of
our children across a dangerous
street. Immediately I tighten my grip
on her—her hand, so small and
relaxed, in my big one. To let go and
abandon her in the midst of rushing
traffic would be criminal negligence.
Yet in my frantic efforts to keep
God at my side, have I not accused

May 1989

him of the possibility of letting go of
me?
"Forgive me, Lord" I whisper.
"From now on 111 depend on you to
hold me and each of the children."
As I lean back into the bucket
seat, it seems like I'm leaning into the
arms of God. The panic of the night
before is being replaced with a new
optimism akin to lightheartedness.
I enter our home as our teens are
preparing for school. We exchange a
few words. As they bang out the
door, I hear them kidding each
other. They've done it again: read

my mood and responded accordingly.
But I'm not always this cheerful.
There are times when we cry and
pray together. But now that I've got
it straight who's holding whom, it's
easier for me to be relaxed about our
uncertain future. God is as good as
his word, I know, and with him holding each of us firmly in hand, well
make it.
•

Esther Manuel Bergen is the pen name of
the author, who lives in the state of
Washington.
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It's not OK to be different. As a
manic depressive, I have a need to be
understood. This mental illness involves wide mood swings, from
psychotic mania to deep depressions.
It has altered my whole life but I
refuse to be crippled by it—badly
bent, maybe, but not crippled.
Three years ago a new young psychiatrist came to town. "Maybe he
has new methods," I thought, so I
changed doctors. We rehashed much
of my life. He stated firmly, "I don't
relate to psychotics, but I relate well
to you. Let's take you off these
drugs." Big moment! For me this
seemed the last chance to not be
labeled a manic depressive. I took it.
Disaster! I ended up in the hospital
psychiatric ward. The hospital kept
me only three weeks. At first I had a
lot of visitors, but my company
dwindled as they realized I'd lost
touch with reality. The young
psychiatrist put me back on my old
drugs, but tried to maintain me with
a 25 mg. dose of an anti-psychotic
drug—a mere drop in the bucket of
my need.
A Christian friend who had discipled me the previous year became
my anchor. She offered to help anytime, anywhere. True to her word,
whenever I needed to touch base, she
and her husband gave me invaluable
care and support.

The author is a freelance writer and operates her own house-cleaning business in Penticton, British Columbia.

by Dona Marchant

t's not OK to be<
I signed up for psychiatric daycare
in the hope it would straighten out
my emotional life. I worked hard at
it. A ton of repressed anger had to be
worked out, plus many wrenching
incidents from childhood. Each had
to be taken out, viewed, talked about,

and finally accepted as part of what
shaped me. My discoveries? Anger.
Fear. Envy. Jealousy. I found I was
full of dark, ugly things psychiatry
couldn't teach me what to do with.
They sure helped me find them,
though.
Evangelical
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different?
Things went reasonably well until
Christmas (a very high stress time
for psychiatric patients.) My personality started to deteriorate. I kept
working at an extended care facility
for the elderly until the end of January. Finally, I asked my family docMay 1989 1

tor to help me get some time off. She
wouldn't. I knew I wasn't functioning
properly, so I quit my job. It was a
desperate time.
By now most of my friends were
getting worn out by my mania, so I
was alone much of the time. Horrible.
Finally I suggested to my psychiatrist
that perhaps I should take lithium.
He replied, "You know, taking you
off lithium may have been our biggest mistake." Within days there was
a marked improvement in my behavior.
I began to note that I was more
upset after visits to the psychiatrist
than I was before them. Why? He
kept harping on past events. Tired of
hearing these, I decided it was time
to put the past behind and reach out
for the future.
First, I contacted my former psychiatrist, a Christian and a good
man. He took me back and our first
visit was such a comfort.
I started attending my home
church again. Searching for reasons
why I'd been saddled with such a
dreadful illness, I started counseling
with Pastor Sven. He reminded me
that we live in a fallen world, and it's
not as God intended it to be for us.
Before each session and again at the
end, he prayed for me. He walked
through much pain and self-pity
with me and showed me that forgiveness was the key to freedom.
With Pastor Sven's encouragement, I joined a cell group. Since my
job at the care facility wasn't available anymore, I was looking for work.
I'm not sure how I started doing
housework, but maybe because it

was something I could do well. My
cell group searched for clients for me
and encouraged every sign of independence. They prayed for regular
weekly customers. One of the first
was the stepmother of one of the
group members. Mrs. H o f m a n n
loved the way I cleaned. She insisted
that I take coffee breaks, too, and
recommended me to her friends.
In six months the group had
prayed in enough work for me to
move out of my parents' basement
suite and into my own apartment. It
was heavenly to hang my own pictures on the wall and have my own
kitchen tools again. My home is the
upstairs of a charming older house.
The landlady is a Christian widow.
It works well because we're close but
don't live in one another's pockets.
One very large bright spot during
this time was the dog I got as a
Christmas gift to myself. My little
dog, Misti, came from an abusive
background and because of that she
taught me much about myself. Her
need for daily exercise gets me out of
the house—an added bonus.
In my cell group, we give longterm prayer requests as well as weekly
ones. One of mine is for healing; to
be able to cope and reach out. My
group's prayers are being heard by
our caring Creator. I keep coping
better and better. These brothers
and sisters in Jesus accepted and
loved me when I was very different
from them. They showed me the
character of God in their attitudes
and actions. Only in the Body of
Christ I discovered that it is OK to
be different.
•

attern People"
Godly Mothers

by Sandi Hannigan

As Mother's Day draws near,
countless cards have been sent. Business has blossomed for florists. Restaurants have catered to M o m ! Our
eyes have been bombarded with
suggestions for the "perfect gift." We
have spent millions of dollars to
honor M o m , to mend broken relat i o n s h i p s , a n d to c o m m u n i c a t e
through tangible gifts what words
cannot say.
And yet, at the end of all of our
attempts to say "We love you, Mom,"
we are left with a gnawing feeling of
inadequacy. Mothers, too, struggle
with feelings of inadequacy. They
shoulder guilt of not having done
enough! They grapple with images
of the "ideal mother" and come up
feeling less than perfect. Society surrounds them with messages like . . .

Sandi Hannigan shared these thoughts
about her mother, Mary Fretz, last year in
her home congregation of Wainfleet, Out.
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—a good mom chauffeurs every
member of the family
—a good m o m catches all the sales
and uses coupons regularly
—a good mom knows where everyone left everything
—a good mom drops her work
when you call
—a good m o m is cheery f r o m 6:30
a.m.—11:30 p.m.
—a good mom volunteers at school
—a good mom pursues world-expanding ventures
—a good m o m never has a bad day!
In the midst of these "motherhood
misconceptions" we find great encouragement in Christ. In him we
receive everything necessary for doing God's will and for fulfilling all
that he requires of us. Moms are
freed f r o m the " o u g h t s " and
"shoulds." They are liberated to live
lives of love which reflect the Christ
within. They discover that his yoke is
easy and his burden is light. Yes, the
task of being a mom is an awesome
responsibility. However, with Christ
it is attainable through his wisdom
and strength.
I believe God is greatly honored
by the lives of godly mothers. I'm

grateful for the gift of such a woman.
My mom has had a significant impact on my life. She has provided a
wonderful pattern for me to follow.
Let me share some of the qualities
that make her a "pattern person" I
choose to emulate.
"She has seen me at my best and at
my worst—and still loves me." Acceptance is crucial for the development of a sense of security and stability. My m o m was accepting of my
fads and phases, and allowed for
points of differences (like how high
"high heels" should be). In her acceptance, she pointed to me a Christ
who also abounded in his acceptance of me.
Her generosity put flesh and blood
to "it is better to give than to receive."
Her giving heart and spirit had no
strings attached. Her generosity extended to all her possessions, including our home. It was a place where I
felt friends were welcomed and
wanted. The more the merrier! To
this day, we anticipate a house full of
friends and family on any special
occasion. Her generosity taught me
of a giving Father.
During my "turbulent teens" I
Evangelical Visitor

I

"Her children arise
and call her blessed"
Prov. 31:28a.
found refuge in my mom's consistency. She was consistent in her faith
and in her practice. She was solid,
unwavering, unmoveable. She reflected a God who was walking
through the changing times with
me—consistent in his love and care.
Someone has said "the best gift
you can give to your kids is a good
relationship with your spouse." I
was the fortunate recipient of such a
gift. I knew that my mom and dad
were on the same team and that
Christ was their coach. Their relationship gave me the desire and confidence to pursue the same.
My mother encouraged my independence and autonomy. She knew
that she didn't own her daughter,
but simply held me in trust for God.
She used the few short years to love
and train me for the life ahead. Even
when it was hard to "let go," she
graciously opened her hands and
gave me the courage to enter into the
next chapter of life.
My self-esteem was shaped as
M o m helped me to see myself
through God's eyes. My basis for
self-worth was not rooted in externals, but in the knowledge that I was
May 1989

created in God's image and of supreme worth. Mom was generous
with praise and affirmation. She had
a special way of making me feel good
about myself.
Creativity was valued and facilitated. M o m allowed me to make the
necessary "messes" in order to be
creative. She also provided me with
all the neat resources to be creative.
She took risks on my creativity (like
letting me wallpaper the kitchen)
and always expressed appreciation
for the final "artistic" outcome. She
gave to me a gratefulness for the gift
of creativity and for the Giver of all
creation and creativity.
Mom's forgiving spirit taught me
that forgiveness is an essential in
Kingdom living. An unforgiving
spirit only destroys the one who
holds it. She forgave when I broke
her favorite dish and spoke unkind
words. There were no records of
wrongs kept! She pointed me to the
God of forgiveness, who desires the
same of his followers.
By far the greatest contribution
M o m made was in the way she nurtured my faith. She gave me a desire
to follow Christ and serve him. The

Christian life was not portrayed as a
boring path, but as an exciting route
that made a lot of sense. I saw her
reading her Bible daily. I heard her
praying for me regularly. We prayed
together. There was nothing we
couldn't pray about. She was spiritually sensitive to where I was and
encouraged me to move on in my
pilgrimage.
Although I am no longer living in
the same household as my mother, 1
am aware of her impact upon my life
more than ever before. As I approach
the possibility of motherhood, I have
a renewed appreciation for her godly
life and "mothering" of me.
I recognize that no one can be
talented enough, educated enough,
or strong enough to hold a family
together. Only by following Christ
can we be what we were called to
be—godly mothers, wives, women,
fathers, husbands, men, young adults,
youth, children . . . and seniors!
May God grant us all that we need to
be his "Pattern People"!
•
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What is
Lifeline Ministries,
anyway?

by Andrea S. Hoke

Lifeline Ministries. Most people
acquainted with the Brethren in
Christ Church have heard of Lifeline
Ministries and are aware that it is
located in San Francisco, California. But what else do they know?
Why was it founded? What is its
history? What changes have occurred
over the past seventy-five years? And
what is its current vision for ministry?
Lifeline Gospel Mission began in
1911 as an outreach of the Brethren
in Christ congregation in Upland,
California. Members of the congregation saw a need for a rescue mission in the city of San Francisco, and
so on January 3, 1911, the mission
was established. It was located in the
center of the Barbary Coast (what is
now Chinatown), a section of the
city known to sailors and soldiers all
over the world for its saloons, gambling places, and houses of prostitution. There the mission rented the
basement hall of a corner saloon on
Kearny and Pacific Streets. This sinful area of the city provided strategic
opportunities to spread the gospel.
Because the Upland congregation
desired the mission to be a work of
the whole brotherhood, the General
Conference of the Brethren in Christ
Church soon accepted supervision
of it. However, much of the early
financing and many of the workers
came from the Upland area. Monthly
reports published in the Evangelical
Visitor helped to keep the church as
a whole informed. Reports were also
Andrea Hoke, who served in the Mount
Joy office of Brethren in Christ Missions
until December 1988, is now working in the
office of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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included in the annual Conference
Minutes and yearly Handbook
of
Missions.
Services were held every night
except Mondays, beginning with a
street meeting held in front of the
hall and followed by a service inside.
These street meetings and evangelical services formed the backbone of
the mission's outreach, but were
supplemented by distribution of
gospel tracts during follow-up and
hospital visits. Mission staff members
were highly committed and dedicated to the Lord's work. They were
deeply concerned about the spiritual
state of each person with whom they
came in contact.
Over the past seventy years, the
mission moved its location several
times, changing its ministry focus as
well. From its early beginning with
evangelistic services in a rented hall,
it evolved into a ministry that included a feeding program, a medical
and dental clinic, a thrift shop, and
housing and rehabilitation for men
of the city. As the ministry continued
to grow, additional property was
acquired in the late 1950s on Guerrero Street. This was used for staff
housing, Sunday school classrooms,
and a chapel. The ministry f r o m this
location included Bible clubs and
youth work; in fact it very much
resembled a fully organized congregation. The rescue mission continued
until 1983 when it was forced to discontinue its feeding and housing
program due to city regulations.
In the 1970s, Lifeline Ministries
entered a transition period as it
searched for a new ministry program
that would best meet the needs of the

city. The Albion House was established and used for emergency housing for families in need as well as a
guest house for friends. A feeding
program for senior citizens in Chinatown was also added. In the early
1980s when the rescue mission was
forced to close, other areas of ministry were investigated. An Asian ministry to children was begun and a
ministry to runaways was considered.
Despite these good avenues of
service, Lifeline was still searching
for an area of ministry which it could
uniquely fill. It was necessary to find
a clear purpose and identity with
which the Christian community could
relate. Over seventy years had passed
since the Lifeline Gospel Mission
was first founded, but the great need
for Christian outreach in the City of
San Francisco had not diminished.
What one area of need was not being
met by other Christian a n d / o r secular organizations in the city?
The exciting answer to this question has come into focus in the past
few years. Leslie Harvel has been a
large part of that answer. After
working at several other shelters for
homeless women in the city, Leslie
came to work at Lifeline with a
vision for working closely among
women with mental, spiritual, physical, and emotional needs. She envisioned a Christian haven where
women would find that Christ desires
to help them bear their burdens and
responsibilities.
The need for a Christian shelter
for battered and/ or homeless women
and their children became more and
more apparent. In a city of 700,000
people, there was only one shelter
for women, and it was heavily influenced by non-Christian philosophy.
Other emergency shelters were available, but provided only a limited
stay of up to two weeks. And so in
1985 Heaven's Gate, a Christ-centered emergency shelter for homeless
women and children, was begun
with Leslie Harvel as director.
In order for the shelter to adequately meet the needs of these
women, renovation of the building
on Guerrero Street was necessary.
September 1987 marked the beginning of a renovation program that
Evangelical Visitor

was expected to take one year, at the
cost of $300,000. However, numerous problems were encountered. The
original plans called for complete
renovation of two floors and partial
renovation of the remaining two.
Due to San Francisco's usually
stringent zoning laws and building
codes, complete renovation of all
four floors (10,000 square feet) was
necessary. This meant additional
time, labor and finances. The estimated cost of $300,000 soared to
nearly $700,000 as a result of the
need for additional renovation, San
Francisco's high labor costs, and the
lack of available volunteer manpower.
In recent years, Lifeline Ministries
has relied heavily upon rental income
from properties on Folsom, Albion,
and Pacifica Streets to fund its operational expenses. These properties
were sold and the money used to
cover the anticipated renovation ex-

penses. When the renovation costs
escalated, the Board for Brotherhood Concerns assisted in a $ 150,000
capital campaign to complete the
construction and furnish the building. Without the availability of rental income, Heaven's Gate will need
to rely upon funding from Cooperative Ministries, churches and individuals for its operational income.
January 14, 1989, marked the
grand opening of Heaven's Gate
Women's Shelter. It was a climactic
conclusion to a year of endless financial, bureaucratic, and physical
obstacles and frustrations. And, it
was an exciting beginning of a ministry that would touch the lives of San
Francisco's homeless women! When
its program is in full operation,
Heaven's Gate will utilize six staff
members and be able to house a total
of sixty battered women and children. It will provide twenty-four
hour care to battered and homeless

women and their children. The shelter program will provide up to four
weeks of emergency shelter for crisis
cases. Longer-term help will be available through the rehabilitation program lasting up to nine months.
Just as the Upland congregation
desired for the Brethren in Christ
Church at large to be involved in the
original Lifeline Gospel Mission over
seventy-five years ago, the opportunity still exists for every Brethren
in Christ congregation and individual to be a part of the ministry of
Heaven's Gate W o m e n ' s Shelter
through prayer and financial support.
For more information about opportunities for involvement, contact:
Lifeline Ministries of San Francisco
P.O. Box 410445
San Francisco, CA 94141
or
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
P.O. Box 246
Mount Joy, PA 17552

Why did the Lifeline renovation cost so much?

by Dave Brubaker
As the accompanying article indicates,
the cost of renovating the 10,000 square
feet Lifeline facility on Guerrero St.
more than doubled: from $300,000 to
nearly $700,000. The Lifeline board
evaluated the project at its meeting on
Feb. 8-9, 1989. Some of the reasons we
examined are the following:
The major reason is that the scope of
the project doubled. Originally only the
Dave Brubaker is Executive Director of
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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basement and the first floor were to be
fully renovated, with the top two floors
receiving only minor attention. However, as work progressed, the contractor
discovered that severe structural, electrical, and plumbing problems were
present throughout the entire building.
This discovery necessitated major renovation of all four floors, rather than the
two originally envisioned.
A second reason is that the building
codes in San Francisco are unusually
strict, requiring extra expense to bring
the facility up to code. The sprinkler
system alone, for example, cost $50,000
to purchase and install. In addition, the
contractor reported that he received
conflicting instructions from various departments as to what changes were
actually needed to meet all the codes.
The third reason is that the work was
done on a time and materials basis,
rather than under a firm contract. Originally this method was chosen in hopes
of keeping costs lower than what a contract to renovate would have been.
However, as the scope of the project
increased, the Lifeline board had to
absorb all the additional costs. An additional complication was the lack of an
on-site administrator to work with the
contractor on a daily basis.

Was it worth it? The Lifeline program
now has a "state of the art" facility, capable (when fully staffed) of housing up
to 60 women and children in both short
and long-term care. The need for a
Christian women's shelter in San Francisco is acute, as women continue to
contact Lifeline for help—even after the
facility was closed for construction for
18 months!
What's next for Lifeline? Please continue to pray for God to work in securing all needed permits for the facility to
re-open as a fully-licensed women's shelter. Also pray that Lifeline will secure
the administrative leadership and other
staff that are needed to move ahead.
Finally, thank the Lord for providing
Bob and Marilou Bushnell who are giving interim leadership at Lifeline
(February—May), during Leslie Harvel's personal leave of absence. The
board hopes to announce new staff
appointments in June.
The Lifeline board has prepared a
detailed report on the building project,
which is available to any church member
who wishes to receive it. The report is
available by writing or calling the Board
for Brotherhood Concerns, P.O. Box
246, Mt. Joy, PA 17552, phone (717)
653-8251.
•
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A dancing star
Order in
church growth

by Coe Neil Cabe
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At its basis, church planting—
and, I believe, church growth—is a
creative process. The church planter
is an extremely creative individual,
whose art is the gathering in of others around an idea.
Just as the a u t h o r tries to gather
others around a story or a novel, and
the artist gathers folks around a
painting or a sculpture, so the church
planter gathers people around the
idea of a new expression of the Lord
Jesus Christ in a community.
Nietzche said, "One must have
chaos in one's soul to give birth to a
dancing star!" And the longshoreman /
philosopher Eric Hoffer once said,
"The most gifted members of the
h u m a n race are at their most crea-

tive when they cannot have their
own way."
A new church planting is a dancing star, one that seeks to shine with
the brillance of the Morning Star
himself. And the planter wants not
his own way, but the Way and the
Truth and the Life of Jesus Christ.
But church planting, and serious
church growth, arises out of chaos;
that is, the chaos of the late twentieth
century, where humankind is struggling as never before with moral and
ethical issues which, I believe, can
only be answered by Christ himself.
It is Christ who brings order to the
chaos, as God himself brought form
to what was once formless and void.
As church planters, and as persons
concerned about church growth for
all the right reasons, we are administrators of order in the chaos of the
lives of the lost.
Is there order in what may appear

This is one in a series of articles focusing
on the work of the Boardfor Evangelism and
Church Planting. The author is pastor of
Peace Chapel, Ravenna, Ohio.
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to be chaotic growth in any church?
Of course there is.
I tracked the attendance for three
years at one church I served, and
have graphed the attendance at Peace
Chapel. The numbers are different,
but the pattern is almost identical.
Further, there is a pattern to the
growth of any church in three distinct stages. Let me describe them
for you, based on one of the presentations at Advance
last January.
The first phase is the gathering in,
from the beginning of the church
growth plan or original church planting through about the first year.
In this first phase, a demographic
study is completed (see our article in
the November 1988 Visitor), which
describes in detail your own community. With that as a beginning, a
nucleus of interested persons joins
together. A Bible study, work contacts, volunteer contacts, persons
from existing Brethren in Christ
congregations—all are sources for
the nucleus of a church planting.
Together with the church planting
pastor, or the church growth steering committee, a philosophy of ministry must be developed. Whom shall
we serve? W h a t is o u r t a r g e t
"market"? What do we wish to accomplish? What ministry does our
community really need? Numbers
alone, or finance alone, simply cannot be the reasons for growth. If
Christ, and service to him, is not the
focus of our growth, we are walking
outside his will.
With the demographic study completed, the nucleus formed, and the
philosophy of ministry actually written down, planning and preparation
for the first service can begin. This
leads us to the second stage.
In the emerging stage, the least
three major activities occur. First, a
c o m m u n i t y evangelism p r o g r a m
might be put in place. A telemarketing campaign (which well discuss in
an upcoming article), door-to-door
evangelism (which really doesn't work
very well in 1989), the Evangelism
Explosion or some similar campaign,
can be used.
However, nothing is more persuasive or successful than what might be
Evangelical Visitor

called friendship evangelism. Each
one brings one. As an illustration,
the recent Easter "Double In A Day"
program, sponsored through the
Board for Evangelism and Church
Planting brought a 234 percent increase at Peace Chapel on Palm
Sunday (132 persons), and almost
300 percent at White Marsh in Baltimore (78 persons)!
A primary activity in the emerging
stage, and arising out of the evangelistic efforts, is the development of
ministry which actually meets the
needs of your own community. And
bear in mind that here we mean a
continuing ministry, not just Easter
baskets and turkeys at Thanksgiving.
The third element in the emerging
stage is discipleship. Here, I'm afraid,
many church planters are a little
weak. The church planter is an entrepreneur, and tends toward a benevolent dictatorship in leadership style.
That is an issue in leadership style.
As a benevolent dictator, the church
planter or director of church growth
can tend to be jealous of leadership
and control, which makes discipling
difficult. This must not be; as Christ
developed disciples, so must we.
The third stage is developmental,
for the next three to five years. After
the gathering in and emerging activities, the church must, slowly, grow.
In the developmental stage, the
new church planting or the revived
church in a church growth program
becomes a fully functioning and selfsupporting church. Education programs emerge, annual events are
established, a church board is formed,
and the church planter himself becomes less of an entrepreneur and
more of a pastor.
In some cases, it might be wise at
the third year for a change in leadership. Some people are entrepreneurs;
some are maintainers. In the developmental stage, the church probably
needs the maintainer. Gifts given by
God must be used.
It is also in the developmental
stage that a self-supporting financial
base emerges, the church is weaned
away f r o m denominational financial
support, and the people begin to
take care of themselves.
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Also crucial to this stage is membership. Membership classes are conducted, spiritual gifts assessments
are made, persons are encouraged to
exercise their own gifts, and denominational status is achieved.
Long-range plans may now be
developed, a worship site may be
chosen, funding for building or buying a structure is arranged, and the
congregation settles into its own
community as an active and effective
member of the Body of Christ and
the sure knowledge of affiliation
with the Brethren in Christ as a
denomination.
Certainly, none of this is carved in
stone. Stages overlap; activities occur
at differing times; leaders arise as
God provides. The pattern, however, is fairly consistent.

As a result of the commitment
and care of a group of believers
gathered around the good news of
Jesus Christ, church plantings and
church growth are happening all
over the brotherhood.
Most recently, the Board f o r
Evangelism and Church Planting
and the church growth office of the
Central Conference have approved
the planting of a second Brethren in
Christ church in Ashland, Ohio.
With the blessings of the Ashland
Brethren in Christ congregation, the
People's Church is forming on the
north side of Ashland, under the

direction of Dennis and Carol Lehman and the care of Fred and Grace
Holland.
T h e i m m e d i a t e c o m m u n i t y is
sociologically removed from the Ashland congregation, existing in an
area of high tension and low income.
The People's Church is already
committed to being self-supporting,
with some financial assistance from
the Central Conference for the first
three years. The new church will
serve as an in-service training ground
for church planters in its connection
with Ashland Theological Seminary.
The Lehmans will demonstrate a
model of practical seminary in-service
training in a supervised situation. In
fact, the Lehmans and Hollands see
the new church as reaching beyond
the planting of one church, to establishing a model for church planting
across the denomination.
The People's Church will necessarily be dealing with areas such as
child care, youth motivation, drug
abuse, family counseling, and more.
Fred says, "A major ministry need
is for a compassionate church that is
near to the people, that presents
Christ as culturally relevant, and
that provides opportunity for satisfying worship experiences."
Dennis and Carol are willing to
give themselves to this ministry as
self-supporting workers, and the
Hollands are willing to give themselves to assisting the Lehmans.
May God go with you in this
exciting endeavor!
•

Association for the arts to be formed
A new association for Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ persons in the
arts will be forming this summer. The
founding meeting is scheduled during
the simultaneous gathering of the Mennonite Church General Assembly and
the General Conference Mennonite
Church Triennial Sessions, Aug. 1-6, at
Normal, Illinois.
The new association will include persons active in such areas as the visual
arts, music, writing, drama, theatre,
photography, and architecture. Membership will be open to artists from all

Mennonite- and Brethren in Christrelated churches and institutions.
Founders expect the association to be
a source of support and interaction for
artists who work inside or outside the
church. They hope it can also be the
voice of the arts within the church, while
contributing to an understanding and
development of the arts in church communities.
For more information, write to Philip
K. Clemens, Associate Minister, College Mennonite Church, 1900 S. Main
St., Goshen, IN 46526.
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Missions = Vitality
by Harvey R. Sider
Can you imagine the delegates of
the 1990 General Conference debating whether or not the Brethren in
Christ should be involved in world
missions? Ridiculous . . . but wait
a minute!
We have come a long way since
people like R h o d a Lee challenged
the denomination to respond to the
call of Christ to "Go into all the
world" with the gospel of Jesus
Christ. Within the past decade the
Board for World Missions has taken
m a j o r steps in revising our philosophy and approach to overseas missions. The Brethren in Christ no
longer major on the rural hinterlands as when we started missions in
India, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. Our
focus now is on the teeming cities—
places like Tokyo, Caracas, and
London. Rather than sending people out almost totally unprepared,
we provide orientation and training
so that personnel are equipped for
greater effectiveness.
T h e concluding phrase of the
Brethren in Christ Statement of Purpose, "To proclaim His (Christ's)
gospel to all people," places a definite emphasis on our responsibility
to evangelize the community, the
country, and the world.
Our Statement of Purpose emerges
f r o m the mandate of Scripture. The
c o m m a n d of Christ rings a clear
message when Jesus said, "All
authority in heaven and earth has
been given to me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them . . . teaching them . . ."
(Matt. 28). The example of both
Jesus Christ and the early Christians
reinforces the compulsion that is laid
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upon us to move to the uttermost
parts of the world to share the gospel
of Jesus Christ.
True, the Brethren in Christ no
longer question the validity of the
Great Commission! Rather, the issue
seems to be how we can appropriately support missions and aggressively fulfill the task to which Christ
has called us. How do we activate
our beliefs?
The opportunities
An awareness of expanding opportunities will have an immense impact on our desire and ability to act.
The Board for World Missions is
to be commended for the priority it
places on keeping the Brethren in
Christ informed. The Evangelical
Visitor, Therefore, "Today," missionary letters and other promotional
materials are excellent sources of upto-date happenings in world missions.
Opportunities for service have expanded greatly as we reach into a
growing number of countries and
cultures. The International Placement Service is opening doors for
self-supporting professionals. These
people are able to witness and share
the good news in countries where the
traditional missionaries find it difficult to enter.
Another exciting and challenging
opportunity is missions to internationals living around us. Expatriates
enter our countries by the thousands. In 1985, Time magazine featured an issue on the immense influx
of foreigners into North America.
At the same time, Christianity Today
highlighted "foreign missions at our
doorstep." Our major cities are mo-

saics of the world. Metropolitan Toronto's population of over 3,000,000
includes more than 50 percent of
immigrant origin, with major groups
including Asian Indians, Chinese,
and Italians. Right on our doorsteps
we have the opportunity to share the
gospel with the Hindu, the Buddhist,
the Muslim. When the good news is
presented in a non-threatening context and culture, these people are
often more open to listening than in
the traditional society of their native
land.
To the degree a Christian becomes
knowledgeable and understanding
of opportunities, one can be challenged to respond to the call of
Christ. Whether a person chooses to
serve at home or overseas, a first step
in the decision-making process is to
be aware of opportunities in the
spread of the gospel.
Impact of missions on
the local church
Antioch, not Jerusalem, became
the dynamic center of the early

How shall we
appropriately
support missions
and aggressively
fulfill the task to
which Christ
has called us?
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New at 62:
A call to
church
planting
Why does one choose to be a missionary? The very question causes us
to address the theological rhetoric of
whether we choose God or he chooses
us. But as we come to the bottom
line, it seems that the answer can be a
rather simple "yes"; he chooses us,
and we choose to serve. The big

"yes" is tied into the beautiful way
that God leads, molds, changes, and
literally transforms us by the renewing of our minds, that we might
prove what is that good, acceptable,
and perfect will of God (Romans
12:2). It is during that process that
God sorts out our gifts and helps
open our eyes to what we can do
together under the lordship of Jesus.
Unfortunately, the first 30 years of
my life were not under the lordship
of Christ.
Those early years were spent in a
nice family. High school was a real
"drag" for a teenage boy whose main
interest in life was a ten-dollar Model
A Ford. After barely graduating in
the class of 1943, 1 worked in a
Chrysler dealership and later took
my place as a B-29 crew member and
flight engineer for the duration of
World War II.
The G.I. Bill provided for veterans' education, so I became a trained
diesel and gasoline engine technician

and later received additional education at a state teachers college, followed by employment with Link
Aviation Flight Simulation Incorporated in Binghamton, N.Y. More
technical training led to advancement into the mechanical design
department at Link. During those
years, I also built racing cars and was
a partner in an auto tune-up business. None of this activity was evil in
itself, except that God was in no way
a part of my life. However, that
situation was about to change; God
had a better idea.
The Lord set two of his Christian
men into the midst of my work area
and also led me to a rooming house
owned by Christians who loved me
and prayed for my salvation. The
Holy Spirit designed a conspiracy to
capture this poor sinner through the
loving, patient mission work of those
Christians, and he won: I fell in love
with Jesus.

Christian Church. It was f r o m Antioch that the gospel began to make its
first serious inroads to people beyond
the Jewish faith. It was a church
dynamically alive in witnessing. Is
there a cause and effect relationship
between the missionary effort and
the vitality of a local congregation?
Acts 11 and 13 strongly indicate that
missions and a dynamic Christian
life/congregation are two sides of
the same coin.
It has been my observation that
often congregations which support
missions through giving of personnel, intercessory prayer, and sacrificial giving t h r o u g h Cooperative
Ministries exhibit a vitality and purpose that creates a wholesome and
enjoyable atmosphere. If a church
seems lifeless, filled with self-centeredness, turmoil or lack of enthusiasm,
it should examine the priority it
places on winning the lost for Christ,
both at the local level and in its support for world missions.
One of the outstanding examples
of the positive relationship between
a dynamic church and its missionary
outreach is the People's Church in

Toronto. For the third time it is relocating facilities. In the two previous
settings, the congregation outgrew
the facilities and the circumscribing
physical location. Simultaneously,
the church has been built virtually
on the concept that missions is a
priority. On one occasion the pastor,
Oswald J. Smith, refused to refinish
the interior of the church until their
financial commitment to overseas
missions was fulfilled. One of Smith's
most repeated phrases is, " W h y
should anyone hear the gospel twice
when some haven't even heard it for
the first time?"
T h e ministry of the People's
Church continues to expand: overseas missions, a Christian day school
facility, and active discussion on the
development of a large senior citizens'complex. A dynamic congregation serving its own community and
country usually has a strong missions emphasis.
Supporting mission through Cooperative Ministries enlarges a Christian's giving desire. While some may
fear that giving too much to spread
the gospel overseas could negatively

affect the local ministry, I have yet to
hear of where this has occurred. On
the other hand, "giving begets giving." One can never outgive God.
The more challenge there is to give
to Cooperative Ministries for the
support of world missions along
with all the ministries of the denomination, the more challenge there is
to sacrificial giving to support the
ministry of the local church. In fact,
there are those who are prepared to
give greater support locally only
when there is opportunity to share
more largely with our worldwide
mission.
Supporting world missions positively impacts the local church. The
congregation indeed imbibes new
life and vitality as it supports the
cause of world missions. At the same
time, more income is available for
the support of the local church.
Do you want your church to
flourish? Try becoming more involved in an understanding of and
support of world missions. Become
aware of God's moving around the
world.

by Norman Kase

May 1989

Continued on page 18

To Be Continued Next Month
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New at 62
from page 17

At age 30, all things were becoming new; old things were being put
a w a y . T h i s s e r v a n t of sin was
ashamed of much which had been
part of his life, but was freed to serve
the living God (Romans 6:20-22).
Now Jesus was included in everything. Moreover, he subtly led me
out of the racing business and into a
time of preparation. The same three
things happened to the new believers
at Thessalonica. They "turned to
God f r o m idols to serve the living
and true God, and to wait for his
Son f r o m heaven . . . who rescues
us f r o m the coming wrath" (1 Thess.
1:9-10).
God kept speaking through his
word and in answer to prayer. He
provided a lovely wife, a part-time
ministry in a small Methodist church,
and two daughters to bless our hearts.
In 1962, we were called away f r o m
Link Aviation to pastor a five-church
circuit, while doing a summer seminary program which resulted in ordination in 1967. We continued preaching God's love in country and smalltown congregations, stressing missions and evangelism as part of
equipping the body of Christ for
ministry.
For family reasons we left the pastorate. I intended to work in industry, then later return to the pastoral
ministry. But God had a different
idea—a position as an admissions
counselor for Messiah College where
both daughters were enrolled. This
put us directly in touch with the
Brethren in Christ missions emphasis through the Grantham Brethren
in Christ Church and its missionaries
and through the missions teaching
of former missionary Frank Kipe.
My wife and I enjoyed six years in
that environment until her serious
illness finally caused her to be called
"home."
Nearing retirement, having been
exposed to missions and hearing of
the many needs for missions personnel, I felt drawn to do something,
and God decided that I could do
something new at 62. The possibility
18

Appeal for used clothing
for Mozambique
The African country of Mozambique is near the countries of Zambia and
Zimbabwe, where the Brethren in Christ have been since 1898. As a result of
contacts with our church in Zimbabwe, a church in Mozambique has asked to
become Brethren in Christ. On his last trip to Africa, Secretary of Overseas
Ministries Roy Sider, accompanied by Zimbabwean church leaders, visited
these people. He reports that this church is growing rapidly and spreads
through all of Mozambique. They estimate their present membership at
approximately 18,000 people. They are a joyful, fervent people.
They also are in great need. The country is very poor because of internal
war. People are coming out of the war with no clothing except banana leaves,
tree bark, etc.
This church in Mozambique has asked for used clothing. Both summer and
winter wear are desperately needed. Any clothing given must be used clothing
in order to avoid high import taxes.
The U.S. Director of Stewardship has given permission for the Board for
World Missions (BWM) to encourage the donation of used clothing for these
needy people. If you want to send parcels directly to them and pay for the
postage, please contact the Mount Joy missions office, (717) 653-8067, or the
Stevensville office, (416) 382-3144, for labeling instructions and the address to
which the used clothing should be sent.
If you prefer, the clothing can be sent to the Mount Joy missions office (500
S. Angle Street, P.O. Box 390, Mount Joy, PA 17552). Please label the box
"Used Clothing for Mozambique." Funds from the BWM budget for
Mozambique will then be used to pay shipping charges. This notice is an
appeal for used clothing only; no money should accompany this donation of
clothing.
Donald R. Zook is executive director of the Board for World Missions.

of providing technical support for
missionaries appealed to me. However, the mission board asked me to
prayerfully consider joining an existing team whose assignment is to
plant at least one new congregation
in the northwest section of London.
It has taken months of struggle
and painful decisions (leaving my
aged father, siblings, children, grandchild, and home). However, the Lord
had made it clear that he can use me
in door-to-door evangelism, Bible
studies for the believers, and ingathering growing Christians into housechurch settings for fellowship and
discipling.
While waiting for my visa to London, which may take until May 1,
1989, I ministered at Paxton Street
Home in Harrisburg, Pa., and am
now working closely with the Brethren in Christ World Missions office
in Mount Joy. During this time,
please pray that I will be fully prepared and that all of us team mem-

bers might be used to bring many
people to a saving knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. London is Europe's key city, whose multi-national
residents are being sought by the
Muslims. We must press the claims
of Christ upon them before it is too
late. Their decision may influence
the spiritual direction of all the European countries.
For your prayer list, the team
members are Curt and Marti Byers,
Elias and Fadzai Moyo, and Bryan
Sollenberger. We all feel inadequate
for this immense task, but God has
promised deliverance and victory.
We can say along with the great
Apostle Paul, "We are hard pressed
on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck
down, but not destroyed. We always
carry around in our body the death
of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may
also be revealed in our body" (2 Cor.
4:8-10).
•
Evangelical Visitor

It is very significant that the Brethren
in Christ are in Japan. When the people
in Japan knew that I had been there in
1953 to help begin our work, they
always asked, "What difference do you
see?"
I said, "The Brethren in Christ Church
is here." The people were usually surprised by my answer. They had in mind
the progress of the nation.
In that regard, there has been a lot of
progress. The arrival of the Brethren in
Christ in 1953 was only eight years after
the dropping of the bomb. Japan has
done very well since then. The Japanese
people have a strong work ethic. They
are a strongly disciplined people. They
are lovely and very gracious.
The love shown to the Japanese by
our former missionaries is greatly appreciated. Current missionaries John
and Lucille Graybill (in the United
States while we were in Japan) are
highly regarded. The one missionary
couple in Japan during our visit (Doug
and Karen Slaymaker) are very much
loved by the Japanese people.
The president of the Brethren in
Christ Church (Rev. Furuta) and Doug
Slaymaker put our schedule together
with great precision.
We arrived in Tokyo five and a half
hours late, got to bed in the Slaymaker
home at 1:30 a.m. and got up at 6:15
a.m. to get the bullet train for our trip
west to contact the various Japanese
churches. We had a solid schedule from
Wednesday morning to Sunday night.
God miraculously spared us any jet lag.
We were very pleased as we contacted
the churches in Nagoya, Hagi, Shimoneseki, and back in Tokyo.
In 1953 I shared with Pete and Mary
Willms in the ministry in Hagi. Finding
a church there* now was a great thrill.
Seeing the beautiful new church in Shimoneseki and having time with the pastor, Dr. Tojo, was a great joy.
Mr. and Mrs. Sugata in Nagoya were
our escorts. As they took us to the train,
they planned time for tea and for discussion of many issues Mr. Sugata wished
to raise. He is an accountant and very
precise and very perceptive. In Nagoya
we stayed with a doctor and his wife.

Henry and Martha Ginder, retired from
the Brethren in Christ bishopric, live at Messiah Village. This article reports on their
recent trip to Japan.
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by Henry Ginder

and in Hagi we stayed with a banker and
his wife. This says something of the
quality of our people.
Pastor Uno, of the Hagi Church,
permitted us to have some time in his
study on a very cold day. There was a
large kerosene heater in the study to
keep us warm. We enjoyed studying in
his library. It is high quality, with many
books in English.
It was also a pleasure to share with
Doyle and Thelma Book at the academy
where they are teaching. I spoke to 1,600
Japanese girls, all in uniform and beautifully regimented. What a beautiful
sight!
Immediately following the chapel
service at the academy, we took the
bullet train back to Tokyo where I was
to speak to Doug and Karen's English
classes at their Christmas party. There
were 40 in attendance. Many of these
were not Christians. What a joy to share
the Christmas message with them.
Sunday morning I had the joy of ministering to our main Toyko church.
Then Sunday afternoon, leaders from
two other related churches came in for a
two-hour seminar on sanctification. This
was at their request. What a privilege to
share in that way. Nori Matsuura did a
great job as my interpreter for the
Tokyo services.
Sunday evening, Rev. Furuta and
Nori took the Slaymakers and us to a
Denny's restaurant for supper. Then we

went back to the mission house for a
two-hour discussion on the Japanese
church and its relationship to the Board
for World Missions and to other Brethren
in Christ churches around the world.
They have great appreciation for our
missions executives. They have a strong
emphasis on vision and policy. The
young pastors strongly favor seminary
training.
The Brethren in Christ Church in
Japan, while not large, has done very
well in contrast to the general Christian
growth in the country. When I was there
in 1953, only six-tenths of one percent of
the population were Christian. Now in
1989, eight-tenths of one percent of the
population are Christian. In spite of
these statistics, one of our churches baptized 14 persons last year. The Nagoya
Church has bought land for building a
church. The Hagi Church has plans for
enlarging their church building. The
Shimoneseki Church has a beautiful
new building.
The Brethren in Christ in Japan are
most gracious and courteous. I see a
good future for the Brethren in Christ
Church in Japan.
We need to pray for more Japanese
men to get involved in the Christian
faith and in the Brethren in Christ
Church. We also must pray for the pastors of our churches and especially for
Rev. Furuta, the new president of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Japan. •
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Portrait of growth
Edith Miller—Kit we, Zambia
There has been a tremendous degree
of spiritual growth among the men of
the Kitwe congregation for whom people here and in North America have
been praying. A number of them are a
regular part of the Wednesday evening
Bible study group, which rotates in
venue and in leadership each week. That
evening is an important part of the week
for most of those who attend, including
those men. Warren Shambweka is one
of that group.
Warren and his wife Rachel were two
of the TEE (Theological Education by
Extension) students in my class last
year. I praised God for their eagerness to
learn and their desire to be involved in
the practical outworking of their faith.
In Sunday school and at midweek service, they would often refer to what they
had learned through the TEE lessons.
As residents of the Copperbelt, the
Shambwekas are far from their geographic roots and the geographic roots
of the Brethren in Christ in Zambia.
Warren came from the Muchila area to
the west of Macha. He attended upper
primary school at Macha Central and
then went to Kafue for secondary school.
Anna Kettering was teaching there at
that time, and it was through her influence that Warren became a member of
the Brethren in Christ Church.
Success in the business world after he
graduated took him to the Copperbelt,
where he eventually became a sales
manager for a large oil company. When
Fred and Grace Holland visited Zambia
in 1982 to do training sessions in church
growth and evangelism, the Shambweka
home was one of those they contacted.
Warren then recommitted his life to the
Lord and to his service. Rachel, a graduate of Choma Secondary School, has
also experienced outstanding spiritual
growth during the last several years.
They are parents of five children.
As we were nearing the end of the
TEE study Bringing Men to Jesus,
Warren asked, "What are we going to
do next?" I misinterpreted his question
and thought he was asking about further
study material. I was wrong; he wanted
to know rather what we were going to
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do with what we had learned about
evangelism!
His most recent request has been that
they will be able to put his learning into
practice as they move to the city of Lusaka. A job transfer is taking them away
from our body. But they will be a valuable asset to the Brethren in Christ congregation there. God will surely continue to use them as they find ways to
nurture others and be nourished by the
Word of God.

Needed: effort and
persistence
Mim Stern—Philadelphia, Pa.
As we began to make contacts in the
community of international students
more than a year ago, we knew that we
would need to make considerable effort
to develop relationships. What we may
not have realized as fully was the degree
of persistence we also needed if these
contacts were to be more than temporary episodes in the lives of people in
transition.
Mei Mei is a case in point. She first
came to us with her friend Ming, who
was to become like a son to us. Mei Mei
is a Chinese master scholar in violin. But
her English needed help. What began as
an English class with the two of them
soon expanded into a weekly supper
and Bible study together. This expenditure of time was significant for one who
disciplined herself to six hours daily of
violin practice.
Last April, Mei Mei auditioned for a
spot in the Florida Philharmonic based
in Fort Lauderdale. We contacted a
Christian family in that area, who gave
her four nights of free accommodation.
She was amazed by the bond and mutual responsibility between followers of
Christ; we didn't even know the people
we contacted! That people would do
such a thing just because they are Christians was a sign that she could not discredit, as she had so many of the miracles of the Gospels. She had experienced
it firsthand.
Mei Mei got that job, and shortly
before she was to move south, she asked
on two occasions, "How do you become
a Christian?" We weren't sure she was

ready to pay the price, so we began to
study together the TEE book Following
Jesus. After a few days of concentrated
study, she said that she wanted to repent
of her sins and receive Jesus. Especially
significant seemed to be her new awareness that Satan is the enemy of God.
With Bible and Chinese hymnbook
among her possessions, she left us for
her new home in Florida. But we made a
covenant to call her each week to see
how it was going with her spiritually.
I'm not sure we had ever seriously considered discipleship by phone before.
But we found it is possible. We called
each Sunday at midnight and had a regular plan of study together. In one
encouraging conversation, she said,
"Every day I learn something new . . . .
It's all new!"
We made sure that Mei Mei was on
our itinerary for our trip to Florida after
Christmas. She was very busy with daytime rehearsals and nighttime concerts,
but she found time to be utterly hospitable. We were amazed to learn of God's
provision for her in finding a suitable
church. A fellow orchestra member
needed a second violin for the duet he
wanted to perform at his church. Asking
Mei Mei to be that violinist introduced
her to a vibrant Chinese fellowship.
Together we visited the pastor and his
family. What a blessing it has been to
share in the spiritual growth of one
whose learning is literally line upon line!
We know, too, that our task is not yet
accomplished. Mei Mei will return to
Pennsylvania this summer for a visit.
She still has weighty personal decisions
to make. Pray for her, and pray for us as
we continue to be there for her.

One special day
John Edmonds—Mangochi, Malawi
Today was a special day. As I was on
the porch this morning, a young man
came and asked if I would join a group
under the trees and tell them about
prayer, about church, and how to serve
Christ. For the next two and one-half
hours I read and shared the gospel with
them. They feel that so much of what
they do in their religion is mimicry, with
no meaning. They especially long to be
able to pray. Our sharing was in broken
English and broken Cheyao, but I know
God can use any or all of it for his
purposes. We are praising God for that
time together. We plan to meet often,
and I know that God will work in their
hearts. We have prayed and claimed this
village for God.
•
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110 attend Leadership for Growth
Conference in Sarasota, Florida
A first-time and long overdue conference for congregations with multiple
staff, called "Leadership for Growth,"
was held Feb. 22-24 at Bahia Vista
Mennonite Church, Sarasota, Fla.
One hundred ten people from three
denominations—Brethren in Christ
Church, General Conference Mennonite Church, and Mennonite Church—
came together to listen, learn and dialogue. Thirteen workshops addressed
varied aspects of a congregation with
multiple staff, who are often salaried
and professional.
In the opening session, James Waltner,
pastor of College Mennonite Church,
Goshen, Ind., discussed ministry in the
secular world with its isolation, loss of
community, idolatries, fear and insecurities. We have a biblical and historic
faith to offer, he said. Team leadership is
necessary in such a ministry, he claimed.
"Team ministry can provide stimulation
and growth . . . can provide checks
and balances that push us to greater
integrity and ministry, and can nurture
and empower us."
In looking at biblical models during a
second address, Waltner detailed the
story of Jesus washing his disciples'feet.
He referred often to relational power, as
symbolized by the towel and basin.
Persons of Anabaptist background
and history accept the concept of the
priesthood of all believers, Waltner said.
But he observed that present views
about leadership are not as clear. "Our
Mennonite peoplehood have developed
and adapted different patterns for leadership with the pendulum swinging at
times and the need to make corrections.
We may be in that kind of era in our
trying to understand leadership in our
time."
A repeated conference emphasis was
that every team needs a strong leader, a
vision caster, a servant leader. The team
needs to model mutual respect, loyalty,
forgiveness and unity. Guest speaker
Harold J. Westing, associate professor
of Christian education at Denver (Colo.)
Seminary, said, "The key role of the
leader is to release other team members,
and when team members release the
leader . . . beautiful things can happen."
David Mann, pastor of Sunnyslope
Mennonite Church, Phoenix, Ariz.,
clarified the role of senior pastors. They
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keep the team working together in unity
and moving in the same direction, he
explained. They listen to God, discern,
and articulate vision. A senior pastor,
Mann continued, is "like a shepherd
walking out in front to lead the way and
helping others to follow."
La ban Miller, a recent associate pastor at Bahia Vista Mennonite Church,
discussed the role of the associate pastor.
Marcus Smucker, associate professor
of theology at Associated Mennonite
Biblical Seminaries, Elkhart, Ind., identified the need to rethink our understanding of decision-making in the
modern context where consensus is not
possible in a large church. Such churches
can continue to find ways to give and
receive counsel, he said. Groups or clusters are needed so people can express
concerns and resistance, then bring those
to the leadership.
Westing sees a repeat of Acts in the
growing number of larger churches today. He foresees many more churches
with 2,000-5,000 members. A key to
large churches, he believes, is that people want to be where they see something
dynamic going on. Growing churches
pray and plan for growth so they are
ready when it happens.
In contrast, he said, "Some churches
reach about 200, feel good, nice people
are around, enough money is in the
offering plate to pay the pastor, and the

church goes into neutral. They forget
there is a lost world out there."
Speakers and others thanked the
planners for their vision and awareness
of the need for the conference. Some
expressed concern, however, that the
role of women in ministry was seldom
recognized during the conference.
Peter Wiebe, pastor of Trinity Mennonite Church in Glendale, Ariz., cited
the meeting as a forum where pain in
staff relationships could be addressed in
workshops and in dialogue with each
other. "I see us wrestling with the relationship of a priesthood of all believers
and the concept of leadership. We need
more models."
The conference was sponsored by
Mennonite Board of Missions and
Mennonite Board of Congregational
Ministries of the Mennonite Church,
the Commission on Home Ministries
and Ministerial Leadership Services of
the General Conference Mennonite
Church, and the Brethren in Christ
Church.
Videocassettes of the presentations by
Waltner, Westing, Smucker and Mann
are available from Mennonite Board of
Missions. For more information, contact Melba Martin, MBM, Box 370,
Elkhart, IN 46515-0370; phone (219)
294-7523.
Audio cassettes of the presentations
are also available. Contact Bahia Vista
Mennonite Church, 4041 Bahia Vista
St., Sarasota, FL 34232; phone (813)
377-4041. —Miriam Beachy, editor of
"Proclamation, "published by the Southwest
Mennonite Conference.

What is the relationship between
your faith and your work?
Do you tend to live in a constant tension between your job and your
Christian ethics? Have you lived through a specific faith-stretching experience which impacted your attitude toward Christians in the workplace?
Does your vocation allow you unusual opportunities for service and
witness?
If these questions stir thoughts and feelings which you can put on paper,
please consider submitting a brief article for the September 1989 issue of
the Visitor. In that magazine, we will attempt to look at the interplay of
faith and work, and the life issues that arise. Perhaps your experience will
help a young person looking toward the choice of a vocation, or guide a
brother or sister through a tough situation similar to yours.
Submissions should be approximately 500 words, typed, double-spaced.
Send them to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550, no later than
June 15, 1989.
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Allegheny Conference
Lome Lichty led revival services in March for
the Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. The
Covenant Players presented an Easter drama on
Mar. 26. Improvements are being made on the
newly-purchased church parsonage. • The Carrol
Puppets from North Carolina ministered in the
morning services Apr. 2 at the Antrim church,
Chambersburg. • The Big Valley (Belleville, Pa.),
Granville (Lewiston, Pa.), Ferguson Valley, and
Newton-Hamilton (both McVeytown, Pa.) congregations held a joint missionary conference Apr.
8-9 with speakers Sandra Bjorkgren, Ray Sider,
Luke Keefer, and Don Zook.
Luke Keefer, Sr., led revival meetings Apr. 9-16
for the Canoe Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg,
Pa. • The Carlisle, Pa., congregation reports that
worship attendance for the first three months of
1989 is up 10.5 percent over the same period in
1988. Twenty-one new members were received on
Mar. 19. Karen Deyhle, former missionary to
Japan, shared her experiences in April with the
Ladies Missionary Fellowship of the congregation.
• The Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown,
Pa., had a two-week emphasis in March on stewardship with sermons and a video series by Larry
Burkett. Doug Sider led revival services in early
April.
On Mar. 12, the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation had their Spring Rally Day with guest musician Peg Hill. The choir presented "The Tapestry
of Easter" on Easter evening. • The Clear Creek
congregation, Everett, Pa., recently hosted 102
people for a sweetheart banquet. • The Colyer
congregation, Centre Hall, Pa., had an Easter sun-

rise service with Thomas Bouch, guest speaker.
The men served a 7:30 a.m. breakfast. • Solar Co.,
the young adult group of the Cumberland Valley
congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., ministered on Mar.
18 at Shamrock Christian Community Center for
inner city children. • On Mar. 19, the adult choir
of the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., led evening worship with the musical "I Am."
The Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro,
Pa., had an attendance of 195 on Easter Sunday.
The congregation will go to two morning services
this summer. • The Grantham, Pa., congregation
has appointed two new deacons: Eber Dourte and
Ken Mark. In view of a recent Council vote, the
church board had decided to focus on ministry
rather than a building program. • The men of the
Hanover, Pa., congregation have changed their
name from Men's Prayer Breakfast to Men's Fellowship to reflect an expansion of their activities.
They have, among other things, established a
scholarship fund for members going into ministry
or missions. • Keith Walker of Lancaster Bible
College was the main speaker for the missions
conference Mar. 15-19 of the Hollowell congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. Bob Hempy led special
services in April.
Mary Biser. home on furlough from Zambia,
spoke on Mar. 19 to the Locust Grove congregation, York, Pa. Denise Fink of Human Life Service spoke to the Women in Touch group on Mar.
28. • On Mar. 12, the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation repeated the worship and praise service used
at the 1988 General Conference. Dana and Judy
Crider spoke Mar. 5 • Charles Burgard was slated
for revival services April 23-30 at the Marsh Creek
church, Howard, Pa. • Dale Shaw spoke Apr. 2-6
in Spring Spiritual Life meetings to the Mechan-

Joon-Hong Chon
ordained
Joon-Hong Chon was born in South
Korea. He immigrated to the United
States with his family in 1979. Joon
attended Simpson College in San Francisco where he received a B. A. degree in
Biblical Studies and also married Irma
L. Henry.
Irma came from Beulah Chapel in
Springfield, Ohio. She was involved in
the ministry at Lifeline Mission in San
Francisco and also attended Simpson
College, graduating with a B. A. in Christian Education.
Joon and Irma then moved to Pasadena, California where Joon attended
Fuller Theological Seminary. During
that time their daughter, Ruth E. Chon,
was born and Joon received a degree of
Master of Divinity from Fuller.
Joon was ordained into the Christian
ministry at the Chino Brethren in Christ
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Church on February 4,1989, with Bishop
J. Ralph Wenger officiating. Rev. Robert
Hempy delivered the ordination message. Joon and Irma are planting a
Korean Brethren in Christ Church (Good
News Brethren in Christ) in Garden
Grove, California. They held their first
public service on Easter Sunday, March
26, 1989. This will be the first Korean
congregation in the history of the Brethren in Christ Church.

icsburg, Pa., congregation. On Apr. 16, the children presented the musical "Come on Over to My
Own Backyard."
The singing group Harmonies of Grace ministered on Mar. 5 to the Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa. Arthur Climenhaga led
Holy Week services. • On Mar. 12, the Antrim
Singers presented a program for the Montgomery
congregation, near Upton, Pa. Larry and Linda
Wagaman gave testimonies in the evening service.
• Sunday school teachers and workers of the
Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin,
Pa., met Apr. 2 for the first in a video series by
Elmer Towns, "154 Steps to Revitalize Your Sunday School and Keep Your Church Growing." •
The Mt. Rock congregation, Shippensburg, Pa.,
began the GRADE ministry in April. Maurice and
Norma Horst showed slides of the Brethren in
Christ churches in Africa on Apr. 2.
On Apr. 3, Mrs. Ruth Byers spoke about her
trip to China to the women's group of the New
Guilford church, Chambersburg, Pa. • On Mar.
12, the Paramount congregation, Hagerstown,
Md., celebrated their 20th anniversary with speakers Ralph Wenger, Jim Ernst, Frank Kipe, and the
50-voice Messiah College choir. • Henry Ginder
spoke in the Mar. 22 midweek service of the
Roseglen congregation, Duncannon, Pa. • The
James Gilberts were installed Apr. 9 as pastoral
couple of the Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md. • Four new members were received on
Easter Sunday by the West Side congregation,
Chambersburg.

Atlantic Conference
The Community Bible congregation, Sarasota,
Fla., cleared approximately $1,200 from their
recent bazaar. • The Cross Roads congregation,
Mt. Joy, Pa., surprised Pastor Dale H. Engle with
a "This is Your Life" celebration honoring his 40th
birthday following the Mar. 19 service. Dale and
285 friends from as far away as Arizona, Indiana,
and Kentucky viewed the drama, including tapes
and a slide presentation, about his life. • Apr. 9
was Youth Sunday for the Elizabethtown, Pa.,
congregation. The youth presented an original
dramatic adaptation of Wangerin's short story
"The Ragman." The congregation had a combined
bell choir program with Pequea on Apr. 23.
The Fairland church board, Cleona, Pa., has
decided to cease regular Sunday evening services
with the intention of emphasizing small groups
and care group ministries. Special guests, music
programs, and M P F services would still be scheduled for occasional Sunday evenings. • The Singing Men from Messiah Village led a service of
inspiration on Apr. 9 for the Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa. • The Holden Park, Orlando, Fla., adult Sunday school recently began a
study of Owen Alderfer's book Called to Obedience. Area representative for Trans World Radio, Daniel Harvey, spoke on Mar. 19.
The Hershey, Pa., congregation recently completed the "50 Days for Christ to Visit My Community" Spiritual Adventure. The congregation
held an Easter sunrise service at their church construction site. • On Mar. 19, magician Bob Bracilano presented the gospel to the Hummelstown,
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Pa., congregation with the aid of ventriloquism,
balloon sculpturing, and magic. • "Control of
Your Body" was the title of the Youth Sunday
sermon from 1 Corinthians 6 on Mar. 5 for the
Lancaster, Pa., congregation. The youth planned
a "Catch the Seniors before they leave" evening
service with a challenge by Jim Martin and opportunities for seniors to tell about future plans. Three
adult classes combined March through May for a
Sunday school course on the book Medical Ethics,
Human Choices.
The Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa., had
a women's overnight get-away Mar. 10-11 at Hershey Farm Motor Inn. The church hosted a Keystone Bible Institute in early March. A Lenten
offering went for reconstruction after last summer's
Nicaragua hurricane. • On Mar. 5, the Mastersonville congregation, Manheim, Pa., had a night
of music with Alice and Lamar Dourte, and Maxine and Matthew Schwartz. Two members were
received on Mar. 19.* The Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., has called Pastor Jerel Book for
another five-year term. Musser and Anna Forry
were honored at a carry-in dinner Mar. 19 for 30
years of service as deacon couple.
Renewal services with John Graybill were held
Mar. 23-25 at the Palmyra, Pa., church. "You're
Special" was the theme of the ladies' spring banquet with speaker Dorothy Gish. • The Pequea
congregation, Lancaster, Pa., had a baby shower
on Mar. 30 for Kathy Gilbert. A farewell reception
for the Gilberts, the associate pastoral couple, was
Mar. 19. • The Refton, Pa., congregation dedicated a new organ on Easter Sunday. A fundraising campaign kick-off dinner was scheduled
for Apr. 28 with Stuart Kelly as speaker.
The Silverdale, Pa., congregation received two
new members on Mar. 12. The youth offered a free
night of babysitting on Apr. 1. Pastor Omer King
has resigned to accept the senior pastorate of the
Pequea congregation. • On Mar. 12, Bishop Byers
spoke to the Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg. Pa., on "Confronting Evil." The congregation planned a bus trip to Washington. D.C., on
Apr. 22. • The Souderton, Pa., congregation
hosted Atlantic Regional Conference on Mar. 1718. • Members of the Stowe, Pa., congregation
who met Mar. 1 with Bishop Byers agreed to pray
daily for God's leading concerning a decision
about the future of the church. Two persons were
baptized on Mar. 12.

The Eighth Annual

Heritage Service
A worship service in "the old
style" singing of hymns, testimonies, Scripture reading, prayer,
preaching, affirmation, and announcements. Harvey Miller will
lead the singing. Kenneth Hoke
will preach the sermon.

Ringgold
Meeting House
Ringgold, Maryland
June 4, 1989
3:00 P.M.
May 1989

Reflections from the last
Singles' Convention
'Up until now, I've felt as though there wasn't a place for
me in the church. The fact that I'm divorced made me a
second-class citizen. People responded to me as if I were less
than spiritual because I wasn't married like them. After all,
'if I would have been walking with the Lord, my marriage
wouldn't have broken up.' Now I've discovered an acceptance from other Christians. I've experienced support and
affirmation. Ifeel like my status is OK!"
"I've received tools for dealing with my past and for
helping me face the future. I recognize the responsibility I
have in making changes and taking charge of my world. "
"It seems as though the church needs help and understanding in how they can minister to singles. I never thought
that I might be the one to help them increase their
understanding."

"It was amazing to see how God was in the convention,
even to the smallest detail. For example, my roommate and
I were perfectly matched. We had experienced the same past
and consequently were able to minister to each other. We 're
going to keep in touch in the coming days.'

"As a result of the convention, I've made some definite
decisions concerning my future and my career."

"The convention was a good balance of fun and seriousness. It ministered to me in a wholistic way—socially, emotionally, physically, intellectually, and spiritually. I'm glad
the focus wasn't on match-making! There was a lot of
wholesome interaction."

Join
the many
others
who
will be
attending

Single
Today!

For more information, or to register, fill out this f o r m or send this information to one of the addresses listed below.
Name
Address.

City

State/
_Prov

Postal
_Code_

Congregation .
Check the convention y o u have interest in:
Oct. 13-15, 1989—California
Nov. 24-26, 1989—Ontario, Can.
Jan. 5-7, 1990—Pennsylvania
Mail to: Board for Congregational Life
Box 163
Mt. Joy, Pa 17552

Board for Congregational Life
305-232 King St., N.
Waterloo, Ont. N2J 2Y7
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The dream
became
a reality
by Terry W. Friesen
Lakeside Church, Alberta,
Canadian Conference

I thank
God for
countless
brethren

by Ron Bedu
Lakeside Church, Alberta
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It was in the autumn of 1983 that God
placed a dream in our hearts for a
second church in Calgary, Alberta. And
it was through the ministry of the Canadian Conference's Board for Evangelism and Church Planting (BECP), that
the dream become a reality.
Through an initial pastoral subsidy,
we were allowed to minister full time in
our community, even before actual worship services had begun. As contacts
were made and questions were asked,
we were able to share with people how
we were being sponsored by a denomi-

nation that believed in sharing the good
news of Jesus Christ, and were willing to
pay the price to see it happen!
Since our first worship service on
Easter Sunday 1985, God has continued
to bless the faithfulness of his church.
Through the financial assistance of the
BECP, the strong and supportive leadership of Bishop Harvey R. Sider, and
the many prayers that have gone before
us, God is building a strong church here
in southeast Calgary in his honor and
glory!

I have had the privilege of serving our
Lord as a member of the church board
here at Lakeside Community Church in
Calgary. As a relatively new Christian,
the two years since the first service here
at] Lakeside were quite a growth experience for me. I thank God for the love
and commitment of the countless brethren who have unselfishly funded Cooperative Ministries and consequently the
work of the Board for Evangelism and
Church Planting. Without the support
of the BECP, Lakeside Community
Church would not exist today! But
thanks to the commitment of the Brethren in Christ to spread the gospel, God
has a vibrant and growing church here
in Lake Sundance.
We are reaching many unchurched
people who are not only learning of
God's love, but all in their own time are
gradually coming to understand what it
costs to have even the most modest of
settings within which to worship God,
let alone provide funds for ministries
beyond our own backyard.
I must confess that it was only recently
that I personally accepted God's challenge to test him (Malachi 3:10) by
tithing my income. There was no doubt

that God had intended me to be a salesman at a local television station here in
Calgary. But even though I was earning
very good money at my job I was only
presenting offerings in return for God's
many blessings to me and my family.
Strangely enough, I was struggling and
at times had even considered not giving
God my offerings. After much soulsearching on these occasions, 1 would
present my offerings and somehow the
problems that had caused me such consternation passed as God once again
provided me with solutions. Yet even
after all this, I still could not bring
myself to obey God's command to bring
the whole tithe into his house!
Then, God really spoke to me one
Sunday through a sermon presented by
Pastor Friesen. Terry used the analogy
that we are called to be rivers and not
reservoirs. Reservoirs ultimately stagnate and dry up. Recalling God's promise in Malachi 3:10,1 decided that day to
tithe my income. I cannot begin to tell
you how greatly God has continued to
bless me and my family. May I always
continue to be a river to the honor and
glory of God!

Evangelical Visitor

Canadian Conference
Primula Betts spoke and provided music Mar.
21 at the Ladies' Coffee Hour of the Falls View
church, Niagara Falls, Ont. • On the evening of
Mar. 5, the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley,
Ont., heard from Robert and Jill Burkholder,
former MCC workers in Lebanon. The Singing
Hills Indian family gave a concert on Mar. 31. •
Maury Blair, author of Child of Woe, about God's
love and her rescue from a childhood of abuse,
spoke recently at the Houghton church, Langton,
Ont. • On the evening of Mar. 19, the Kindersley,
Sask., congregation viewed the film "The Church—
God's Instrument for Changing the World."
The ladies of the Kirkland Lake, Ont., congregation had a retreat recently at the Ramada Inn in
Timmins. The congregation has Extendicare Sunday school on Monday evenings. • The Massey
Place congregation. Saskatoon, Sask., had three
services on Palm Sunday and Easter mornings. A
college and career ministry was launched on Apr.
7 under the direction of Ike and Pat Reimer. • In
March, the North East Community congregation,
Calgary, Alb., began an eight-week study, "The
Way to God and Life With God," with a three-fold
purpose to (1) help new believers grow, (2) help
believers grow in assurance, and (3) equip believers to share this study with a friend.
The Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation hosted a
combined Good Friday service with Heise Hill
with Pastor Ressler as speaker and John Tute
providing music. • On Mar. 3, the Port Colborne,
Ont., church hosted the Women's World Day of
Prayer activities. • On Mar. 19, the Prince Albert,
Sask., congregation concluded the film series,
"Out of the Saltshaker." The ladies did an outreach study called "Parents Take Charge."* One
of the adult Sunday school classes of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation studied the Luke Keefer,
Jr., book Everything Necessary in the spring quarter. The congregation had their annual family picnic on Mar. 15 at the Buffalo Christian Center
with swimming, miniature golf, roller skating, and
open gym.
The Springvale congregation, Hagersville, Ont.,
hosted Canadian Conference quizzing on Mar. 6.
• The young adults of the Stayner, Ont., congregation had a retreat Mar. 17-19 at the church. Glenn
Robitaille preached inan evening service in March.
The Wainfleet, Ont., and Boyle, Wellandport,
Ont., congregations had a joint baptismal service
for five young people on Easter Sunday. The Messiah College Concert Choir ministered at Wain-

Position Open
Massey Place C o m m u n i t y
Church is accepting applications
for the fulltime office of Minister
of Christian Education.
This person will oversee the
entire education and youth department/program of the church.
Position opens September 1.
Applications, inquiries and interested persons should contact:
Pastor Doug Sider
930 Northumberland Ave.
Saskatoon, Sask. S7L 3W6
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fleet on Mar. 19. • Holy Week services at the
Welland, Ont., church included a Palm Sunday
baptismal service; a 22-hour prayer vigil; carry-in
supper, communion, and footwashing; and reception of six new members on Easter. • On Mar. 12,
the Westheights congregation viewed the audiovisual presentation "Reflections for the Future."
The congregation hosted Regional Conference
Apr. 14-15.

The Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation has four
small study groups presently on Romans, Genesis,
Kinship, and For Parents Only. • The Rosebank
congregation, Hope, Ks., observed Neighbor Night
on Mar. 29 with a basket supper and concert by a
brass quartet. • The Zion congregation, Abilene,
Ks., had talent night on Mar. 12. Dennis Fulton
was guest speaker on Mar. 19.

Central Conference

Pacific Conference

The Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich., recently shared with other Michigan churches in hearing
Dana and Judy Crider speak about their experiences as houseparents in India. • The Beulah
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, reports
attendance at 30 above last year's average for
Easter and Apr. 2 services. Four were baptized
Apr. 2. • Two persons were baptized Mar. 12 into
the Christian Union congregation, Garrett, Ind.
Stuart and Doris Heisey, missionaries to Zambia,
spoke on the evening of Apr. 9 • The Fairview
congregation, Englewood, Ohio, had a groundbreaking ceremony Mar. 12 for their new Christian education and fellowship hall wing. Melvin
Hollingsworth was guest speaker on Mar. 12, 19.
"How to Study the Bible for All It's Worth" was
the topic of Wednesday night studies in April for
the Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio. •
The Lakeview congregation, Goodrich, Mich.,
had an Easter sunrise service at Camp Lakeview. •
The Michigan ladies retreat was held Apr. 15 at
the Mooretown church, Sandusky, Mich., with
the music group Living Truth. • The youth group
of the Morrison, 111., church planned an overnight
ski trip on Mar. 10-11. They also participated in a
Good Friday Tennebrae service at the church. •
The Nappanee, Ind., congregation has incorporated the new position of evangelism coordinator
into their structure. A building study committee is
being reactivated.
The sewing circle of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio,
congregation met Mar. 29 to make gowns for
missions hospitals. • A singspiration was planned
for Apr. 30 by the Peace Chapel congregation,
Ravenna, Ohio. • Scott Hansel from Missions Outreach was the Apr. 2 guest speaker for the Sippo
Valley congregation, Massillon, Ohio. • On Apr.
9, Esther and John Spurrier gave a slide presentation on Zambian missions to the Union Grove
congregation, New Paris, Ind. • Charlie Byers was
evangelist Mar. 19-22 for the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio. • Harvey Sider is
acting bishop of the Central Conference during
the leave of absence of Bishop Alderfer, Luke
Keefer, Jr., is contact person.

The three AWANA clubs of the Alta Loma,
Calif., church took second places in the recent
AWANA Olympics. • The New Community congregation, Pomona, Calif., celebrated their first
birthday with an open house on Apr. 2. • The
April sermon series at the Ontario, Calif., church
was "Dynamics for Daily Living," a study of contemporary issues from 1 Corinthians. The women
had a "spaghetti feast" fundraiser on Apr. 9 for the
women's retreat at Mile High Pines. • A member
of the Pacific Highway church, Salem, Ore., is
offering a free dinner to anyone in the congregation memorizing the entire 119th Psalm.
The Riverside, Calif., church offered four spring
quarter discipleship courses: Lifestyle in the Kingdom Community; New Testament Teaching on
the Holy Spirit; Breaking Open a Film; and Raising Children with Love and Limits. • Mel Shoemaker, Assistant Professor of New Testament at
Azusa Pacific University, is serving as the interim
pastor of the Upland, Calif, church. The term is
through September.

When sending items for the "For the Record"
section, please type or legibly write the information about weddings, births, and obituaries, using
a separate piece of paper for each category. Bulletins and "For the Record"items may be mailed in
the same envelope. However, please do not staple
"For the Record" news inside bulletins.

For the Record
Births
Abell: Anne-Shirley, Feb. 22; Dennis and Shirley (Attick) Abell, Manor congregation, Pa.
Allen: Ashely Sue, Mar. 8; Curtis and Lois
(Strite) Allen, Air Hill congregation, Pa.

Midwest Conference
The Abilene, Ks., church recently started a
Share . . . Care ministry for families within the
congregation. Charles Norman is the newlyappointed deacon. • On Apr. 2, the Bethany congregation, Thomas, Okla., viewed the film "Cry
from the Mountain." Pastor and Barbara Rickel
showed slides of their trip to London and Africa
on Apr. 9. Twenty youth helped can meat for
MCC. • Merle Brubaker, Director of Stewardship, spoke on Mar. 19 to the Mountain View
congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo.
The Oak Park congregation, Des Moines,
Iowa, received a new member on Easter Sunday. •

Cordell: Kimberly Jo, Mar. 20; Doug and
Kathy Cordell, Hollowell congregation. Pa.
Cubitt: Esther Susan, Mar. 3; Garth and Jane
(MacDonald) Cubitt, Stayner congregation, Ont.
Eisen: Simeon Timothy, Sept. 20, 1988; John
and Jacqui Eisen, Boyle congregation, Ont.
Estes: Carlynne Arlene, Mar. 11; Rick and
Denise Estes, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
Gilbert: Lauren Elizabeth, Mar. 2; James and
Kathy (Wetzel) Gilbert, Van Lear congregation,
Md.
Haldeman: Julie Anne, Apr. 1; Curt and Beverly (Gainer) Haldeman, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
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Johnston: Travis Wayne, Mar. 6; Randy and
Kim Johnston, Ontario congregation, Calif.

McBeth: Megan Lynn, Mar. 1; Gary and
Annette McBeth, Chambersburg congregation.
Pa.

Kanode: Brittany Tavish and Madeline Tavish, Feb. 28; Michael and Kendra Kanode, Cross
Roads congregation, Pa.

McMichael: Jaymi Lee, Feb. 11; Stephen and
Julia McMichael, Refton congregation, Pa.

Keagy: Brandon Brian, Mar. 25; Brian and
Anette Keagy, Ontario congregation, Calif.

Metzler: Douglas Edward, Mar. 4; Dennis and
Eunice Metzler, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.

Kelly: Anna Maretta, Jan. 22; Stuart and Martha Kelly, Highland Park congregation, Va.
Kennedy: Elias James, Oct. 14, 1988; Ron and
Marsha Kennedy, Kirkland Lake congregation,
Ont.
Klassen: Amanda Colleen, Feb. 9; John and
Karen (Manary) Klassen, Houghton congregation, Ont.
Lehman: Rebecca Ann, Mar. 12; Nathan and
Judy (Thrush) Lehman, Manor congregation. Pa.
MacSweyne: William Conley IV, Mar. 2; William and Terry MacSweyne, Bertie congregation,
Ont.

Ruhl: Amanda Joy, Mar. 1; Jeff and Shiri
(Spickler) Ruhl, Mt. Pleasant congregation, Pa.
Scott: Jason Michael, Feb. 7; Brian and Pat
(Zimmerman) Scott, Fairland congregation, Pa.
Smith: Joshua Benjamin, Mar. 18; Barrie and
Susan Smith, West Shore congregation. Pa.

Mylin: Eric Ray, Mar. 11; Larry and Linda
Mylin, Palmyra congregation, Pa.

Spoonhour: Jenna Rose, Feb. 6; Alan and
Marcia (Mellinger) Spoonhour, Redland Valley
congregation, Pa.

Nemith: Ryan Michael, Mar. 1; Steven and
Deborah (Martin) Nemith, Lancaster congregation, Pa.

Strait: Emily Marie, Mar. 3; David and Nancy
(VanDyke) Strait, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.

Poper: Derek Adam, Feb. 29; Curt and Pam
Poper, Fairview Ave. congregation, Pa.

Taylor: Matthew Paul, Mar. 26; Ron and Terri
Sue Taylor, Hollowell congregation, Pa.

Progar: Joshua Philip, Mar. 11; Phil and Kathy
Progar, Carlisle congregation. Pa.

Thrush: Holly Jo, Feb. 16; Ray and Jean
Thrush, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.

Rice: Emma Christine, Mar. 2; Andrew and
Laura (Dutweiler) Rice, Fairland congregation,
Pa.

Thrush: Renae Joy, Mar. 9; Royce and Genevieve (Helfrick) Thrush, Montgomery congregation, Pa.

Ritchey: Sheri Marie, Mar. 18; Scott and Ruth
Ritchey, Big Valley congregation, Pa.

Voth: Elizabeth Christine, Feb. 26; Frank and
Margaret Voth, Houghton congregation, Ont.
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Two questions often directed to the
stewardship office are, "How can a
Canadian resident give to a ministry in
the U.S.?" And the second question is
much the same. "How can a resident of
the United States give to a ministry in
Canada?" Both of these questions are
asked in the context of the donor being
able to have legitimate tax deduction.
For a number of years I simply answered the question by saying. "There is
no way!"
After pondering the question, one
day a simple answer came! Our denominational loan funds are the vehicles to
accommodate the desire of individuals
to give across this international border.
The Jacob Engle Foundation in the
U.S.A. and the Church Loan Fund in
Canada will accept deposits from individuals living in their respective countries. Because the lender (investor) has
the right to decline interest on the certificate, no income is reported to him or
her, thus no tax liability. Therefore the
individual can designate to the Jacob
Engle Foundation and to the Church
Loan Fund where they would prefer to
have that interest go, such as the minis26

How to support a ministry
across the Canadian/U.S. border
by Lester Fretz and Peter H. von Keyserling

try of their choice. Both organizations
are always pleased to honor that request.
The individual avoids the tax liability
for the interest income and a worthy
ministry is supported by the gift. In
addition, the invested (loaned) amount
can be put to work as a loan to a church.
That is a second benefit to the church.
This method of giving across the border
does double service in the kingdom of
God. (And you thought giving wasn't
exciting? Ways like this make it exciting!)
Here is an example of how it works:
Suppose an individual living in one
country wishes to give $500 to a ministry
in the other country. Here's how to do it.
By lending (investing) $2000 (at 8.3%)
for three years and designating the interest to the ministry of their choice, the
recipient ministry would receive $166
per year, or $500 in three years. Of
course larger amounts for shorter periods of time can achieve the same net
result to the designated ministry.
History records how our forefathers
supported projects in both countries.
Gone are the days of door-to-door solicitation by a brother in the faith two
thousand miles from his home. But the

ability to respond to a worthwhile project is as simple as making a loan (investment) by writing a check to the Jacob
Engle Foundation or the Church Loan
Fund.
Write to the Church Loan Fund or
the Jacob Engle Foundation for more
information. Both of these organizations wish to serve you and the church.
Please call (416) 573-4739 or write to:
Board for Stewardship Canadian Office,
Box 207, Vineland, ONT LOR 2C0. In
the U.S., please call (714) 985-8200, or
write to: Jacob Engle Foundation Inc.,
P.O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91785. (The
J E F prospectus will be mailed with an
application upon request.)
Not only will you have directly helped
a ministry, but the principal of your loan
will be assisting other churches and ministries as well, until the time comes that
you wish your principal returned—and
that is something to think about too! •

Submitted jointly by Lester Fretz of the
Canadian Loan Fund and Peter H. von
Keyserling of the Jacob Engle Foundation.
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Vundla: Samkele Janelle, Mar. 19; Donald and
Karen (Buckwalter) Vundla, Cross Roads congregation, Pa.
Zook: Kyle Andrew, Mar. 2; Dwayne and
Deborah (Kulp) Zook, Manor congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Auker-Levy: Katherine Levy, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Rex Klingensmith, and Timothy, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Auker, Mar. 11, in the Cedar
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dale
Allison officiating.
Bullard-Foor: Tena, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald Foor, Everett, Pa., and Bobby John, son of
Leamonand Addie Bullard, Achilla, Okla., Mar.
19, at the Clear Creek Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Lome Lichty officiating.
Olson-Blosser: Angela Renee, daughter of Keith
and Shirley Blosser, Nappanee, Ind., and Douglas
Jay, son of Edwin A. and Kaye Olson, Winamac,
Ind., Apr. 1, at the Union Center Church of the
Brethren with Rev. Richard Mailloux and Rev.
Eldon Krider officiating.
Ross-Asper: Norma Esther, daughter of Norman T. Asper, Harrisburg, Pa., and Rev. Richard
A. Ross, son of W. M. Ross, Hudson, Fla., Sept.
10, 1988, with Rev. Glenn Dalton, Jr., officiating.
Widdifield-Hetu: Marie-Anne, daughter of
Evan and Alphonse Hetu, Kirkland Lake, Ont.,
and Gerry, son of Mildred and the late Clarence
Widdifield, Kirkland Lake, Feb. 4, at the Kirkland
Lake Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Eldon
Byer officiating.

Obituaries
Bontrager: Devon J. Bontrager, born May 7,
1947, the son of Orvan Bontrager, Topeka, Ind.,
and the late Grace (Mishler), died Mar. 3 near
Rochester, N.Y. In addition to his father, he is
survived by his wife, Carol;
two sons, Rick D., and
Ron L., both at home; a
daughter, Sherry, at home;
two sisters, Carolyn Albrechtand Mildred Wideman; a brother, Marion;
and several nieces and
nephews. Devon received a business degree from
South Bend College of Commerce and attended
seminary at Eastern Mennonite College. A 1-W
volunteer, he had been an accountant in Evanston
General Hospital, 111. He served as a pastor of
Brethren in Christ congregations in Cassopolis
and Leonard, Mich., and started a church in
Springfield, Ohio. He had been an interim pastor
in many congregations and was presently a church
developer in the Allegheny Conference and a
member of the Conference's Board for Evangelism
and Church Planting. He was a former member of
the Allegheny Conference Board for Brotherhood
Concerns. He was serving as director of Alive "89
in Lancaster County, Pa. The funeral service was
held at the Antrim church where he was a member,
with Rev. Wilbur Benner and Bishop H. Frank
Kipe officiating. Interment was in Air Hill Cemetery near Chambersburg.
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Tribute
Since July 1984, Devon and 1 shared an office
suite in Waynesboro, Pa. From there we worked
together in the Allegheny Conference. I have not
had a closer colleague in ministry during this time.
We have carried similar burdens, goals, and objectives for the conference. We shared many joys and
experienced the same disappointments. We have
had one overriding purpose, which was the extension of the kingdom of God through growth by
evangelism and new church plantings. It is indeed
proper to say that this purpose was Devon's passion. All who knew him at work could testify to his
intense, yet gentle prodding to move pastors and
leaders toward the growth goal for the church.
Our journey has been harmonious. WeVe not
always agreed on timing, but we've never disagreed on objective. I've never heard from his lips
a discouraging word, nor a comment about
anyone in malice. Devon will long be remembered
for his administrative gifts and organizational
skills. He has modeled the beautiful graces of
Christian maturity and sobriety with joy and
excitement about life.
We will miss his leadership in the church. But
more acutely, in the home, a loving husband and
gracious father will be missing for Carol and the
children. Devon can now rightly sing to his Lord,
"You made something beautiful of my life."
H. Frank Kipe
Bishop, Allegheny Conference
Dilts: George William Dilts, born Aug. 8,1908,
the son of Benson and Barbara Ann Dilts, died
Mar. 12. He was preceded in death by his wife,
Helen; a daughter, Dorothy; a son, Donald; a
grandson, Daniel Minor; a granddaughter, Dawn
Marie Dilts; two sisters, Mary and Stella; and four
brothers, Charles, Harvey, Elmer, and Hugh. He
is survived by 2 daughters, Helen and Doreen; 3
sons, George William Jr., Robert, and Richard; 16
grandchildren; a sister, Ethel; and a brother, Harley. George worked most of his life as a tugboat
captain. He was a member of the Port Colborne
congregation, Ont., where funeral services were
held with Rev. Gordon Gooderham and Rev.
Harvey Stickley officiating. Interment was in
Maple Lawn Cemetery.
Frisch: Ruby B. Frisch, born Feb. 1, 1903, died
Feb. 20. She was preceded in death by her husband Lewis, and a son, Lewis, Jr. Ruby is survived
by 2 sons, Eldon and Lowell; a daughter, Elaine
Doehring; 9 grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchildren. She attended the Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mich. The funeral service was held at the
W. L. Case Funeral Chapel, Merrill, with Rev.
Bedsaul Agee officiating. Interment was in Ridgelawn Cemetery, Breckenridge, Mich.
Funk: Christine Mary Millhouse Funk, born
June 22,1934, the daughter of Christian and Mary
Seitz Millhouse, died Mar. 9. Surviving are her
husband, Donald H. Funk; four sons, Dennis A.,
Douglas A., Gregory D., and Phillip J.; seven
grandchildren; and two sisters, Betty L. Ressler,
and Carol E. McDonald. Christine was a member
of the Manor congregation, Mountville, Pa.,
where she served on a number of committees. She
was a volunteer at the Columbia ReUsit Shop run
by MCC. The funeral service was held at the
Manor church with Rev. John Hawbaker and
Rev. Robert Sheetz officiating. Interment was in
Habecker's Mennonite Cemetery.
Hess: Clara E. Hess, born Apr. 14, 1898, died
Jan. 29. She was preceded in death in 1968 by her
husband, J. Zeigler Hess. She is survived by two
sons, Robert K. and Henry B.; two daughters,
Suie Naomi and Verna Mae; four grandchildren;

five great-grandchildren; two brothers, Amos Breckbill and Norman Breckbill; and one sister, Rhoda
Breckbill. Clara was for many years an active
member of the Pequea and Refton congregations
where she served as a deacon's and pastor's wife.
In recent years she was a resident of Messiah
Village. Funeral services were held at Messiah
Village Chapel with Rev. Robert J. Lehman and
Rev. John A. Brubaker officiating. Interment was
in the Pequea Cemetery.
Hockenberry: Catherine Hockenberry, born
Oct. 6, 1923, the daughter of William and Isabel
(Shoop) Gray, died Feb. 17. She was preceded in
death by her husband Wesley in 1987. Surviving
are a son, David; a daughter, Janet Wright; three
grandchildren; one great-grandson; two brothers,
Samuel Gray and Miles Gray; and two sisters,
Ruth Gray and Beulah McClure. Catherine attended the Cedar Grove Church, Mifflintown, Pa.
Funeral services were held at the Henry Funeral
Home with Rev. Dale Allison officiating. Interment was in St. Paul's Cemetery, Nook, Pa.
Lewis: William F. Lewis, Sr., born Nov. 10,
1904, died Mar. 2. He was preceded in death by his
wife, Willa (Orff) in 1983. Surviving are a son,
William, Jr.; a daughter, Eudora Dees; five grandchildren; a brother, Albert; and two sisters, Ethel
and Mary. The funeral service was held at the
Redwood Country Church,
Grants Pass, Ore., where
he had served as pastor
for six years, with Charles
Sturgill, Rev. J o h n
Montgomery, Dr. Arthur
Climenhaga, and Rev.
Glen Diller officiating.
Interment was in Granite
Hill Cemetery.
Tribute
Rev. William Lewis was a faithful minister and
ardent servant of his Lord and the church. He
served most of his active years of ministry with the
Brethren in Christ. He held pastorates in Detroit,
Mich.; Florida; Oklahoma; Sunnymead, Calif.;
and Grants Pass, Ore. He served in many evangelistic and revival meetings across the brotherhood.
William was known for his fervor and zeal for the
Lord. He leaves for us a legacy of fruitful and
ardent ministry.
The church mourns the loss of a true warrior
and servant-brother. We extend to the family and
friends our condolences and offer you our support
and prayers.
J. Ralph Wenger
Pacific Conference Bishop
Ritchey: Elvin C. Ritchey, born June 27, 1912,
died Feb. 6. His wife, Martha (Collins), survives
along with four children, Delores Diehl, Delia
May Clarke, Elvin, Jr., and Carolyn Smith. The
funeral service was led by Rev. Lome Lichty of the
Clear Creek congregation, Pa., and Rev. Dick
Riley. Interment was in the Bethel Brethren Cemetery, near Tatesville.
Vogel: Elizabeth Sophie Vogel, born May 18,
1907, the daughter of John and Sophie Daubert,
died Feb. 21. She married Christian Vogel on Jan.
31,1927, who preceded her in death in 1983. She is
survived by two sons, Allan and Herb; six grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren; and a brother,
Phil. Elizabeth was a faithful attender of the Kindersley congregation, Sask. The funeral was conducted from the Kindersley Funeral Home with
Rev. W. F. Netter officiating. Interment was in the
Kindersley Cemetery.
H
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Messiah College
News

College hosts Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament
While Messiah students were on Spring Break, March 1725, the 35th annual Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament for
the Allegheny and Atlantic conferences took over the Messiah

campus. Although not everyone came away with a trophy, a
good time was had by all, contestants and spectators alike.
Below are pictured some of the winners.

A League Volleyball winners—Chambersburg.
Kneeling from left, Tammy Hartman, Nancy Black,
Nancy Krichton; standing from left, Linda Martin, Kim
Fore, Lisa Stahl, Patty Shannon.

B League Volleyball winners—Antrim. From left, Karen
Miller, Dianne Benner, Shan Noll, Nikki Lebo, Crissy Stains,
Janelle Etter, Kim Eschelman.

A League Basketball winners—Mechancisburg. Kneeling
from left, Andy Mull, Lonnie Shover; holding sign from left,
Gary Potteiger, Bill Strausbaugh; standing from left, Mike
Miller, Lyle Herr, Dennis Weller, Phil Simmons, Dave Barnett,
Layne Lebo.

B League Basketball winners—Antrim. Front from left, Daryl
Musser, Keith Martin, Ivan Meyers, Keith Grove; back from left,
Mike Stouffer, Brent Stains, Alan Meyers, Keith Eberly, Mark
Miller.
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J^iioefre's Journal
How could he do it?
More than a year has passed since a
friend and peer committed suicide. I vividly remember the cold chill I felt when I
first heard the news. I couldn't think of
much else for days as I, along with his
family and friends, tried to make sense
of this horrifying and unthinkable happening in our midst. Even now, months
removed from the event and with my
own family intact and well, that same
cold chill washes over me sometimes
when I pass the cemetery where he's
buried or am otherwise reminded of his
untimely and unnecessary death.
From what we knew of him, we've
tried to figure out what made him
choose death rather than life. He was
not the kind of person anyone would
think of as "mentally ill" or "emotionally
disturbed." Some of us knew that he
struggled with various issues, but we
had no idea of the extent of his desperation. All of which shows again that outward appearances are often deceiving.
In hindsight, we've speculated on
what he must have been feeling in the
weeks and days before he took his own
life. Overwhelmed by feelings of selfworthlessness, hopelessness and helplessness, he apparently couldn't imagine
how to relieve his pain less radically. In
some distorted way, he may have felt
that he was helping his family by dying—
relieving them of the burden of his
depression and any future extra care
that they might need to give. He didn't
want to be needy; he always helped others and couldn't ask for or accept help
himself. Although he probably would
not have been aware of it, he may even
have seen his suicide as the ultimate
revenge against anyone who knew him
but who couldn't or wouldn't see how
much he was hurting. Perhaps he also
felt an unacceptable contradiction between his strong Christian beliefs and
the emotional pain he suffered.
These speculations on his state of
mind are to some extent useless because
they can never be confirmed or denied,
but for the survivors of a suicide they are
inevitable and necessary aspects of healing. Trying to make sense of a suicide
helps survivors to deal with our own
painful feelings. Guilt was especially
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strong; we felt responsible for his death.
We should have been able to prevent his
suicide; we should have known something was wrong; we should have reached
out to him. This happened to someone
in the church—a caring community in
which we should know each other well
enough to care for everyone's needs.
What went wrong?
We were (and still are) very angry.
How could he do such a thing to his
wife, children, parents, and friends? Why
didn't he ask for help? He had to know
we would have helped if we had known.
Why didn't he trust someone—anyone?
How dare he presume that his death was
better for his family? How dare he make
that choice for them? Combining with
the guilt and anger, then, are also feelings of rejection, abandonment, betrayal,
loss of control, and bewilderment.
I've come to terms with the guilt. In
this case some guilt is perhaps helpful
because it may make us more sensitive
and observant in the future. (How many
others are living in private hells, unable
or unwilling to ask for help, but desperately hoping someone will reach out to
them?) At the same time, however, I've
learned that I am not responsible for
other people's choices. While lots of
things may have contributed to his feelings of worthlessness and hopelessness,

in the final analysis his suicide was his
own choice and nobody else's.
The other feelings are a bit different.
Sometimes we expect that faith will
make us immune to anger, fears about
rejection and abandonment, helplessness, or confusion, but it doesn't. In
situations like this I can't accept the reasoning that because "it must have been
God's will" I should not be angry; everything in me screams that God does not
will people to die in this way. But I do
believe that God cares about our feelings, that he doesn't forbid us the experience of all human emotions, and that
our faith in him can sustain us through
hard things.
I also believe that we need to work
harder at making it possible for people
to ask for help when they are in extreme
psychological or emotional pain. Unfortunately, even though we've come a long
way, I think there still persists among
some Christians the mistaken belief that
there's something wrong spiritually if we
feel as awful as my friend must have felt
before his suicide. In addition, our individualistic society doesn't make it easy
for us to openly share our most private
thoughts and feelings. We need to help
the church to be a place where we can
truly feel free to share our heaviest
burdens.

"In His Image"
Wouldn't it be exciting to see, in print, the God-given abilities of
yourself or someone you love?
The Brethren in Christ Family Activities Calendar is offering an
opportunity for persons in our denomination to display their unique
creativity. Original works of art by poets, artists, sculptors, and
photographers are needed to make the 1990 "In His Image"
calendar an inspired gift to our brotherhood.
All ages may participate. A qualified panel will assist in selecting
those entries to appear in the calendar. Call or write immediately for
submission guidelines.
Barbara Day, Calendar Editor
R.R. #7, 4924 Sherkston Road
Ridgeway, Ontario LOS 1N0
(416) 894-0778
Humankind is God's most glorious creator. In our unity let us
celebrate our individual creativity!
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Greetings to you, Timothy, my beloved
brother in the faith. Grace, mercy, and
peace be yours in our Lord Jesus Christ.
As I said in my previous letter to you,
now that our spiritual father, the Apostle Paul, is with the Lord, I need someone to write to occasionally. Thus this
letter to you as you continue to serve the
Lord and the churches in Cyprus.
The persecutions under Emperor Nero
in Rome have died down—in fact, we
have heard a rumor that the Emperor
has died and a new Caesar is in his place.
Let us hope he may be more favorable to
the Christians. At this time we have
comparative quiet here in the churches
in Asia Minor. In fact, we are in the
process of selecting a new bishop for this
district of churches. You will remember
that the seven main churches in this area
are Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.
This leads me to comment on the process of the selection of a bishop. (Some
call him an overseer, some a presbyter,
and some a general or district superintendent. I suppose there are other titles
which may be used. No matter the title,
it's the process of selection I'm thinking
about.) Just how should the churches in
Asia Minor go about selecting a bishop,
anyway? Should it be by a popular vote
on all the ministers in the district?
Should it be by some other selective
process? We have different voices on the
subject, although at this point we have a
selective nominating committee.
Awhile ago when I saw our mutual
associate, the physician Dr. Luke, I
asked him this question. He smiled and
showed me a manuscript copy of a book
he had written to Theophilus. In the
early part of the book he writes of the
apostles after our Lord's ascension and

Pontius'
Puddle
Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius' Puddle" from the
Visitor must pay $10 for each
use to Joel Kauffmann, 111
Carter Road, Goshen, IN 46526.
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before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost. He reports the
apostles' feeling, especially as expressed
by the Apostle Peter, that one should be
chosen to take the place of the traitor,
Judas Iscariot. Somehow they finally
settled on two brethren as suitable
nominees for the position—Joseph Barsabas, also known as Justus, and Matthias. As I read Luke's manuscript, the
process of selecting these two brethren
wasn't clear at all. But it was evident that
both had the confidence of the apostles.
Then the question was, which one?
Rather than depending on a popularity
vote, the apostles decided to put the test
to the Lord in the drawing of lots, letting
that drawing be the evidence of the mind
of the Spirit as to which should be
chosen. As you remember, Matthias
was chosen.
I recount this procedure because it
has raised some questions in my mind
about our present process here in the
Asia Minor Conference. What we have
done is to establish what is known as a
bishop's nominating committee. We then
got a large list of nominees by suggestions from various sources and persons.
The committee had a process of reducing that list down to a selective roster of
persons felt to be good potentials for the
bishopric office. I hear that the committee has now reduced that roster even
further until just one name is left for
recommendation to our Asia Minor
Conference, which even now is meeting
in Thyatira. (Since I am one of the newest ministers in Ephesus, I was not
elected as a delegate to this Conference.)
But all of this raises a question in my
mind. Have we adequately tested the
mind of the Holy Spirit in the process I
have described? Is the will of the Holy
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Spirit found in a very select body, or
would there be some value in placing
that roster of several potentials before
the conference body and allowing all of
the delegates to make the final choice?
Oh, but you may point out that
Luke's story of the selection of Matthias
involved a drawing of lots, and we are
not told what kind of lot system was
used. And that is true. However, is it not
evident that the group then may have
been pretty well divided between the
two, and so a process was used so that
no party group could say, "Our man
won." Thus, if in the final decision, two
brothers should surface, then rather
than letting a committee or chairman or
other administrative officer cast the deciding vote, would not the drawing of a
lot be a more Spirit-led way? Also, at
what point should we have a broader
expression of the body, even earlier in
the initial processes of nominee selection
than pertains at present in our selective
nominating committee process? Brother
Timothy, I would like to hear from you
on this.
Your brother in the faith and in the
hope of the coming again of the Lord
Jesus Christ,
Onesimus
P.S. Just after I finished transcribing
this letter, 1 received the interesting
word that both the nominating committee and the conference had unanimously
agreed that the Apostle John should be
our next bishop. Wonderful! And we
believe that the Holy Spirit led in that
decision. But I still have to wonder
about the procedures if someone doesn't
surface as distinctly, and two or more
nominees are in view. I still want to hear
from you!
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"Vision Planning"
You've been working hard, studying your chart of Brethren
in Christ acronyms. You learned the easy ones: BCL means the
Board for Congregational Life; J E F is the Jacob Engle Foundation; BWM is the Board for World Missions; and BOA
stands for the Board of Administration. Now you're trying to
master the harder ones: BECP, BMM, BMD, and CCEL.
Well, drop the chart. A plan is being discussed seriously that
would restructure all of these denominational agencies and
more.
You're right, we just went through a denominational restructure a few years ago—giving final approval in 1984 to
such agencies as the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting (BECP), Board for Media Ministries (BMM), and Board
for Ministry and Doctrine (BMD). But a new proposal,
entitled "Vision Planning," is working its way through the
upper levels of denominational leadership.
In broad outline, the proposal would:
1. Reduce the number of general conference leaders to
four: Moderator, Director of Bishops, General Secretary, and Director of Finance. This compares to the
present group of eight: the General Secretary, the General Treasurer, and the six bishops. (Without restructuring, the present leadership group would increase as additional regional conference bishops would be named.)
2. Redefine the office of bishop, removing responsibilities
for general church administration and focusing more
sharply the bishop's role in the regional conference. No
longer would bishops serve on general church boards or
on the Board of Administration (except by representation). Instead, each bishop would concentrate on leadership development, "pastoring the pastors" in his conference, as well as promoting the work of the general church
agencies to pastors and congregations in his conference.
3. Revamp the general board structure, merging the functions of the eight present boards into four, with the
concern for evangelism and church planting assigned to
each of the regional bishops.
This plan for restructure had its roots in the work of the
Council of Ministry and Mission. After the 1988 General
Conference, the executive directors of the eight boards prepared papers outlining their goals and projections for the next
three to five years. Those papers were reviewed by the Board of
Bishops and the General Secretary in September, and resulted
in a summary report to the Council in October.
In that summary report, two concerns were identified as
being mentioned by nearly every administrator: the urgency of
continued growth, and the need to train leaders to fulfill that
mission. The report by the bishops and General Secretary
called for better coordination and unification of such ministries as evangelism, nurture, and training into a central thrust.
They concluded, "To summarize the lengthy discussions and
dialogue, we came to the agreement that leadership and what
we do with all the dynamics of leading is our number one
priority."
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They offered a first draft of the "Vision Planning" restructure proposal, noting that as groups age, grow, and live in a
changing environment, structures need to be reviewed. A concern for faithfulness in mission, they said, also points to continued evaluation. Citing an unidentified quote from a book on
leadership ("The overall health and functioning of any organization depends primarily on one or two people"), the proposal
concluded that groups which give decision-making responsibilities to two or three persons with relatively longer terms are
most effective.
The "Vision Planning" proposal was approved in principle
by the Board of Administration at its March 1989 meeting,
with the summer of 1990 the target date for implementation. In
order to discuss the concept with members of the boards
affected by reorganization, a meeting of all General Conference board personnel is planned for this September.
The paragraphs above are only a brief outline of the proposal. A committee of BOA is now at work refining the
restructuring proposal and outlining how and when the plan
would be put into effect. Undoubtedly you will read more
about the "Vision Planning" idea in the Visitor later this year.
In my contacts with the church, I find that not many people
beyond the bishops and the general boards have heard about
the proposed restructuring. Some leaders are of the opinion
that few in our congregations (pastors or lay members) are
concerned about such administrative issues. And that may be
quite true. (In that case, probably few readers have gotten to
this part of this editorial.)
But I, for one, am interested in hearing some debate on this
latest proposal for restructuring. If I understand what is being
considered, focusing the work of the bishops almost exclusively at the regional conference level will significantly accentuate a trend toward regionalism within our church. At the
same time, and almost paradoxically, there is a centralizing
component in lodging denominational leadership in a group of
four persons and four general boards.
It may be true in a corporate model that the overall health
and functioning of a group depends on one or two people. That
may promote efficiency. But will this model be equally effective
in the church? That is, will this proposal help us better become
the worshipping, witnessing, and serving people of God?
And is there more than a handful of people across the church
who really care about how we organize to do God's work in our
world?
G

Just a note . . .
. . . about the invitation in the April issue for readers to
submit a brief article on the relationship between your
Christian faith and your work. For a brief reminder, check
the box on page 21 of this issue. The deadline is June 15.
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Committed to the family
by J. Ralph Wenger
This time of year we take the opportunity to highlight the importance of
family life. This issue is vital to the
church. The Brethren in Christ are concerned about this biblical institution
which is ordained of God and needs to
be guarded carefully by the church.
This article deals with the traditional
family unit. However, the church should
be aware of the value and strength that
single-parent families have to offer.
Some of the principles mentioned in this
article will apply to the single-parent
family as well as to the two-parent
family.
The traditional family unit is treated
like a "throw-away" institution within
our North American society. Several
societies in our world have tried to do
away with the structures of the family.
Beside this, there have been outright
attempts to circumvent these structures
with the implication that humans can
get along just as well without them. We
have found that this is not so.
Our educational and psychological
institutions have found that the breakdown of traditional family values lend
toward hurt and dysfunction on the part
of persons involved in the loss of these
values. Recently I attended a conference
in which it was stated that by the year
2000, the traditional family unit will
comprise only 25-30 percent of the
American society. If we accept this prediction, how does the church react?
The Lord himself has set forth the
guidelines for forming the family unit as
it ought to be. The model might seem
simple, but in our complex world we
need to affirm anew our commitment to
it. Both the Old and New Testaments
emphasize these basic tenets.

In order for the church to perpetuate
the biblical family model, it will require
that we commit to the following:
1. The sanctity of marriage and the
family as the biblical model. This calls
for two persons of the opposite sex to
covenant in the marriage bond for life.
Marriage is the plan for the expression
of sexual intimacies between husband
and wife. This unit will be responsible
for providing the place for children in
the family. It will accept the need and
right of the child to be born into a family
where the father and mother of the child
reside and remain. It is this unit which is
responsible for the decision to adopt or
care for foster children, or choose to live
without children in the case of infertility
or other impending circumstances prohibiting natural birth.
Teaching the sanctity of marriage as
found within the biblical model should
not be postponed in time until persons
are about to be married. These biblical
truths should be taught and modeled for
all ages to comprehend and experience.
2. The biblical place for children.
Someone has observed that it could be
the low view the church holds for the
child which has opened the door for the
atrocities such as abortion on demand
and child abuse. It is further held that
until the church strengthens its teaching
on respecting the worth of the child, we
will continue on our destructive ways.
The church must hold to the view that
children are a heritage and blessing from
the Lord. They are in God's order of
things. They are not a social and economical inconvenience, as many would
have us believe.
3. Guarding the family as a prime
example of God's grace and love. When
the Apostle Paul desired to let us know
why and how much Christ loved the
church, he was not slow in using the
family unit as a model. This rich, intertwined expression and example of God's

love and grace is so appropriately expounded by the family. The church
should not miss the importance of family modeling as a way the Lord works in
his church today.
4. The place the Lord plays in this
important institution. The Lord is not
incidental in family life, but is the central
force for love and meaning within the
family. Christ will be the pattern after
which both men and women will align
their lives if they are to find the fulfillment intended for the family unit. This
living unit will lend strength and ministry to the church.
The world might say this will not
work. However, the church is committed to applying God's principles and to
making them work by the power of
Christ. When we are willing to accept
the Lord's principles and apply them to
our lives, he will bring to fulfillment
what is intended for the family.
Each pastor, church board and deacon board is called upon to make a
commitment to this most important
institution. The Board for Congregational Life and the Board for Brotherhood Concerns both have responsibilities which affect the personhood of each
member of the church. These boards,
with their regional counterparts, stand
ready to serve each congregation in the
ministry of building strong families. The
Lord leads us to fulfill this mandate.
May it never be said of us in the church
that we have acquiesced to the world's
model in these matters.

J. Ralph Wenger is bishop of the Pacific Regional
Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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